Visit To Far Ings, Barton-upon-Humber – Sunday 26th March 2017
Three members, Charles Seymour, Malcolm Swift and Brian Smithson set off for Lincolnshire at 0830 hours
but it felt more like 0730 hours!! The clocks were put on an hour last night!
We arrived at the Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust site at 1000 hours and parked at no cost near the Visitor Centre.
A hazy sun shone through a thin layer of cloud for most of the day.
We noted a pair of Skylark displaying just before we parked up, then Goldfinch and Chiffchaff close to the car
park, and near the Visitor Centre a Pied Wagtail was singing in a tree!
We followed the Humber Bank path to the west, with Coltsfoot flowering either side and with great views of
the Humber Bridge. We passed Reeds Hotel on our left and made our way to the left through trees and bushes
to the edge of the river. This area was used as Cement Works in the late 1800s. Magpie, Wren and Dunnock
were noted and a Reed Bunting sat on top of the bushes. 3 Redshank foraged at the edge of the tide which was
out and 2 Shelduck flew over.
The path ended at Chowder Ness where again we saw Redshank and also a lone Curlew. A couple of dozen
Shelduck rested on exposed sand next to the river and we had a good view of a female Marsh Harrier over reeds
in front of a farm house inland from the river.
We walked back through the area of flooded pits which were dug out to remove the clay for use in making
bricks, tiles and cement. A lot of water but not a lot of birds! Low numbers of Canada and Greylag Geese,
Gadwall, Teal, Mallard and Great Crested Grebes. Even Coots were in small numbers. We had good views of
Goldeneye however from Ness Hide where we stopped to eat our sandwiches. Little Grebe and Grey Heron
were also seen. A patch of Marsh Marigolds were bright at the side of the path and we also found White
Violets, Gorse and Cherry Blossom. The Hawthorn hedges were showing fresh green leaves.
At Ness End Farm, the Regional Office of the Wildlife Trust, House Sparrows took over the hedges and Black
Hebridean Sheep grazed in a nearby paddock. They can help to control coarse grasses and Birch and Willow
saplings. A Cetti’s Warbler called from overhead in a hedgerow. Another Marsh Harrier, a very fine male,
flew over the water and shrubs at Hotel Pit.
Continuing on the Humber Bank Path past the Visitor Centre, we went under the bridge, past the Tile Works
and turned back when we reached Barton-upon-Humber where more House Sparrows and Collared Doves were
noted. Not many species today but still a good outing.
Birds 40

Flowers 9
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Blackbird
Black-headed Gull
Blue Tit
Buzzard
Canada Goose
Carrion Crow
Cetti’s Warbler
Chaffinch
Chiff Chaff
Collared Dove
Common Gull
Coot
Cormorant
Curlew
Dunnock
Feral Rock Dove
Gadwall
Goldeneye
Goldfinch
Great Black-backed Gull
Great Crested Grebe
Great Tit
Grey Heron
Greylag Goose
House Sparrow
Little Grebe
Magpie
Mallard
Marsh Harrier
Mute Swan
Pied Wagtail
Redshank
Reed Bunting
Robin
Shelduck
Skylark
Teal
Tufted Duck
Woodpigeon
Wren

Gorse
Daisy
Dandelion
Coltsfoot
Blackthorn
Marsh Marigold
Cherry sp.
White Violet
Lesser Celandine

