ATTENBOROUGH NATURE RESERVE
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST
SUNDAY MARCH 5th 2017
Five members, Linda & Mick Fairest, Charles Seymour, Malcolm Swift and Graham Gill met
at Greendale Shopping Centre on a dull, grey morning and despite a forecast of rain for the
day, decided to make the trip to Attenborough Nature Reserve near Long Eaton on the
Nottinghamshire/ Derbyshire border.
As we neared the reserve, sure enough the forecast was correct, it started to rain and was
quite heavy as we were changing into our boots and waterproofs. We quickly made our way
towards the Visitors Centre but managed to see Dunnock, Chaffinch and Blue Tit near the
car park and then the usual Mallard, Coot, Tufted Duck, Canada Geese along with 2 pairs of
Red Crested Pochard on the water nearer to the centre. We all made use of the toilets and
checked the Recent Sightings board before taking a look out back, but unfortunately the
Sand Martin Hide was closed due to flooding.
We then decided to make for the Tower Hide and a brief stop on the bridge recorded Black
Headed Gull, Common Gull, Cormorant, Mute Swan and Great Crested Grebe amongst
others. Carrying on to the path to the Tower Hide, we came across a notice saying this too
was closed due to repairs, and as the rain was still heavy, we made a quick dash to the
Kingfisher Hide which was thankfully open (and surprise, surprise - EMPTY).
We settled down and got out the binoculars and scopes and prepared for a long session as
the sky was very grey with not much sign of the rain stopping. However, even in the poor
visibility we added a good number of species to the list – Widgeon, Teal, Gadwall, Pochard,
Goldeneye, Shoveler, Shelduck and Goosander brought the list of ducks up to 11. Others
noted included Grey Heron, Greylag Goose, Lapwing, Moorhen, Lesser Black-Backed Gull,
Egyptian Goose and a Cetti’s Warbler burst into song. After an hour or so the rain eased,
and Mick and Linda decided to call it a day and after the warmth of the Visitors Centre and
hot drinks returned to Dronfield.
Charles, Malcolm and Graham decided to carry on and took the path alongside the River
Trent, which was higher than any of us could remember. As a result there were no birds on
the water but on the opposite bank we saw a couple of Oystercatcher. Further down we
saw around 50 or 60 Redwing flying over in small groups, into trees on the opposite bank,
and a Great Spotted Woodpecker did the same thing. At a distance we decided it was a
male as there was a red patch on it’s rump. On reaching the main path which leads to
Attenborough village, we decided to take this shorter route, not wanting to get too far away
from the car or the facilities due to the still intermittent rain. Along this path there were
several Wild Cherry trees in full blossom and Hazel and Alder Catkins. Walking through the
village we added House Sparrow, Starling, Jackdaw, Collared Dove. Magpie and several
other species, and also Wild Primrose in the churchyard. Continuing back to the car park
there is a patch of scrub and brambles where we saw more small birds including male and
female Bullfinch, Goldfinch and Great Tit.

We returned to the Kingfisher Hide to eat our packed lunches and stayed for another hour
or so without adding much more to our sightings until Malcolm spotted the ‘ bird of the day’
– a Water Rail in a small tree, which then scrambled down the branches to the water’s edge
and disappeared into the reeds. The rain was now a series of light showers and the sun
made a brief appearance for about 5 minutes. On the way back to the Visitor’s Centre
another good sighting was a male Stonechat quite close to the path. Near the Centre, the
wildfowl were a lot closer to the bridge than earlier and we took some better shots of the
Tufted Ducks and Red Crested Pochard. In the end it was quite a rewarding day for sightings
given the far from ideal weather.
Reporter – Graham Gill
Birds 51

Flowers 11

Mammals 2

Fungi 1

Lichens 1

Mallard Widgeon Teal Gadwall Pochard Red Crested Pochard Tufted Duck
Goldeneye Shoveler Shelduck Goosander Coot Moorhen Cormorant Grey Heron
Mute Swan Canada Goose Greylag Goose Egyptian Goose Lapwing Oystercatcher
Black Headed Gull Common Gull Lesser Black-backed Gull Great Crested Grebe
Dunnock Chaffinch Greenfinch Goldfinch Bullfinch Great Spotted Woodpecker
Blue Tit Great Tit
Long Tailed Tit Song Thrush Blackbird Redwing Robin Wren
Goldcrest Crow Magpie Jackdaw Cetti’s Warbler Wood Pigeon Starling House
Sparrow Tree Sparrow Collared Dove Water Rail Stonechat
Hazel Catkins Alder Catkins Pussy Willow Daisy Dandelion Wild Primrose Snowdrop
Wild Cherry Blackthorn Hairy Bittercress Dame’s Violet
Grey Squirrel Mole Hills
Blushing Bracket
Common Orange Lichen

