
Visit to Attenborough – Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust  Nature reserve - 25th February 2018 

 

7 Friends of The Barn in 2 cars travelled to Attenborough on a pleasant but cold Sunday morning. 

Linda & Mick Fairest, Eileen & Graham Gill, Charles Seymour, Brian Smithson and Malcolm 

Swift. 

 

The car park was quite busy when we arrived and we paid our £3 per car donation before visiting 

the visitor centre to check out the hide beyond the centre.  Many birds gathered around the centre 

hoping to be fed by the many visitors – Mallard, Mute Swan, Canada Geese, Egyptian Geese, 

Tufted Duck and a solitary Red Crested Pochard. 

 

We took the path to the Kingfisher Hide recording Blue Tit and a small flock of Long-tailed Tits. 

Malcolm heard the call of a Cetti’s Warbler and many Robins were seen along the path.  We 

continued on to the River Trent and took the left hand path alongside the river.   We got excellent 

views of a Goldcrest busily checking every nook and cranny for food along the tree branches. The 

weather was sunny with bright blue skies but very cold.  After what has been a long cold winter 

flora was in short supply – only Snowdrop, Lesser Celandine and White Dead Nettle were noted in 

flower.  Hazel & Alder Catkins and Pussy Willow were also noted.  The orange berries of Stinking 

Iris were to be seen on the Broxtowe Country Trail before we turned left again towards the village 

of Attenborough.   

 

We came upon a bird table where Nuthatch, Great Tit and Coal Tit were feeding. As it neared our 

own lunchtime we made use of a fallen tree trunk and managed to get the 7 of us seated in a 

sheltered spot in the warm sunshine.  We reluctantly moved from our cosy spot and continued on 

the path towards the village.  On arrival we checked out the church yard where several Grey 

Squirrels chased each other around.  At the two ponds beyond the church we noted 2 Goosander on 

the left hand one.  On the right hand pond a Little Egret flew by and as it landed it disturbed another 

bird which turned out to be a Water Rail. 

 

On arrival back at the visitor centre we again checked the hide where several Lapwing were resting 

on the small pebble beach.   We left our backpacks at the cars and went on to the Tower Hide.  

Along the path to the hide and after several attempts Linda eventually encouraged a Robin to feed 

from her hand. (Made her day!).  We were tipped off that a Kingfisher had been seen near the bridge 

back towards the visitor centre so off we went to try and spot it.  As we neared the bridge a 

fisherman was just setting up his fishing tackle under the bridge which proved to be a prime spot as 

we witnessed him catch a large fish in no time at all. As we watched him Mick suddenly spotted a 

Kingfisher sitting in a shrub several yards upstream away from the bridge.  A great end to the day. 

 

Birds    54                 Flora       8                  Mammals  1            

Reporter: Linda Fairest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Birds       Flora    Mammals 

 

Black-headed Gull  Water Rail  Lesser Celandine  Grey Squirrel 

Blackbird   Wigeon  Snowdrop 

Blue Tit   Woodpigeon  White Dead Nettle 

Buzzard   Wren 

Canada Goose      Alder Catkins 

Carrion Crow      Cherry species. 

Cetti’s Warbler     Hazel Catkins 

Chaffinch      Pussy Willow 

Coal Tit      Stinking Iris berries 

Common Gull 

Coot 

Cormorant 

Dunnock 

Eastern Race Greylag Goose 

Egyptian Goose 

Feral Pigeon 

Gadwall 

Goldcrest 

Goldeneye 

Goldfinch 

Goosander 

Great Crested Grebe 

Great Tit 

Greenfinch 

Grey Heron 

Greylag Goose 

Herring Gull 

House Sparrow 

Jay 

Kingfisher 

Lapwing 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Little Egret 

Long-tailed Tit 

Magpie 

Mallard 

Moorhen 

Mute Swan 

Nuthatch 

Pied Wagtail 

Pochard 

Red-crested Pochard 

Reed Bunting 

Robin 

Shelduck 

Shoveler 

Stock Dove 

Teal 

Tree Sparrow 

Tufted Duck 




















