Visit to RSPB Coombes Valley Reserve – Thursday 22nd June 2017
6 members set off from Dronfield on a fine dry Thursday morning at 8.30.
Eileen & Graham Gill, Linda & Mick Fairest, Charles Seymour and Malcolm Swift.
After a mini-heat wave over the last few days reaching 30ºC the cooler conditions were a welcome respite.
Its several years since we visited this reserve and on arrival were informed by the warden that the paths through
the woodland had been extended to provide a longer circular walk. The warden also informed us that we were
about a month too late to see the Pied Flycatchers and Redstarts as the young had now fledged and the adults
were in the tops of the tree canopies and not visiting the many nest boxes. All was not lost however as our
main focus was on hopefully finding Greater Butterfly Orchid in this area. The warden pointed us towards a
meadow adjacent to the woods where we would find said orchid. We went through the wooden gate and along
the well trodden path expecting to be foraging through the long grass on either side to find our quarry. Much to
our delight within minutes we could see down the bank Greater Butterfly Orchids in large numbers alongside
Common Spotted Orchids!!! We couldn’t believe our luck this being the best showing of this orchid we have
ever seen. Cameras were quickly called into service to record the sight. In this meadow there were many
Chimney Sweep Moths enjoying the long grasses.
After spending a while in the meadow we returned to the woodland path descending to Coombes Brook picking
up the Valley Woodland Trail. As we began our descent we came across the rarer white version of Herb Robert
(another first for us). We crossed over the bridge and took the path across Clough Meadow passing Clough
Meadow Cottage before turning down through the woodland back to the brook and the pond. Song Thrush,
Chiff Chaff. Blackcap and Whitethroat were constantly calling but difficult to see now the trees were in full
leaf. However some of us were lucky enough to get a good sighting of a female Blackcap. Our flower list grew
longer as we noted Lady’s Mantle, Hogweed, Bramble, Germander Speedwell, Betony and Field Rose.
We left the Valley Woodland Trail and followed the “new” Woodcock Trail which took us up through the
woods along the side of the valley until we reached the Woodcock bench and view point where we had our
packed lunch. This bench gave wonderful views across the valley. As we left the view point we had sightings
of Buzzard and Raven in the distance. As the weather warmed up in the afternoon (after early drizzle) the
butterflies started to emerge including Meadow Brown, Speckled Wood, Ringlet and Red Admiral.
We carried on to the southern end of the reserve turning west to the valley bottom and across the brook to
ascend the other side of the valley and turning north to walk through the woods back towards the visitor centre.
We did a slight diversion to the Tree Top View which is regarded as the reserve’s best view point – we were
not disappointed. Alongside the path we came across good specimens of Tinder Fungus (or Hoof Fungus)
(Fomes fomentarius) and Birch Polypore (Piptoporus betulinus). At the junction of the Woodcock Trail and the
Valley Woodland Trial another short diversion took us up to Buzzard Bank and Wildlife Bench which again
gave excellent views. Returning to the junction we carried on along the upper reaches of the Valley Woodland
Trail which in turn joined the Young Woodland Loop. This area is set aside for children to explore and
experience wildlife.
Arriving back at the Visitor Centre around 4pm we treat ourselves to a well deserved ice cream whilst
observing at least two Great Spotted Woodpeckers flying across the meadow in front of us. A good end to a
lovely day in Staffordshire.

Birds 26 Flora 44 Insects 5 Fungi 2 Mammal 1 (Rabbit)
Reporter: Linda Fairest

Bird

Flora

Blackbird
Blackcap
Blue Tit
Buzzard
Carrion Crow
Chaffinch
Chiff Chaff
Coal Tit
Dunnock
Garden Warbler
Great Spotted Woodpecker
Great Tit
Jackdaw
Jay
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Magpie
Pheasant
Raven
Rook
Song Thrush
Sparrowhawk
Swift
Whitethroat
Willow Warbler
Woodpigeon
Wren

Daisy
Creeping Buttercup
Elderflower
Lady’s Mantle
Greater Butterfly Orchid
Common Spotter Orchid
Broad-leaved Willow Herb
Herb Robert (Pink & White Versions)
Hogweed
Bramble
White Clover
Germander Speedwell
Meadow Buttercup
Foxglove
Meadow Vetchling
Red Clover
Lesser Stitchwort
Creeping Thistle
Tufted Vetch
Betony
Selfheal
Bird’s-foot Trefoil
Common Sorrel
Bush Vetch
Goosegrass
Yellow Honeysuckle
Woundwort
Marsh Thistle
Hoary Plantain
Ragged Robin
Bitter Vetchling
Red Campion
Meadow Sweet
Pink Purslane
Dog Rose
Climbing Corydalis
Heath Bedstraw
Hart’s Tongue Fern
Tormentil
St. John’s Wort sp.
Bell Heather
Yellow Pimpernel
Nipplewort
Field Rose

Insects
Chimney Sweep Moth
Speckled Wood
Meadow Brown
Ringlet
Red Admiral
Fungi
Tinder Fungus (Fomes fomentarius)
Birch Polypore (Piptoporus betulinus)
Mammal

Rabbit

