Visit to Erewash Meadows, Derbyshire/Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust Reserve – 20/08/2017
6 members met at Greendale on a pleasant warm Sunday morning.
Linda & Mick Fairest, Eileen & Graham Gill, Charles Seymour and Brian Smithson.
Our outing today was to a reserve never visited before by Dronfield Wildlife & Natural History Group so it was
a bit of an adventure!
Following the sat nav we arrived at Boat Lane, New Brinsley where we turned left onto the roughest/potholed
track we had ever encountered for a distance of a mile, oh joy! At the bottom of the lane we came to a dead end
and dog kennels. On enquiring at the kennels we were pointed in the direction of a stile and vague instructions
to where we might find Erewash Marsh. We turned the cars around and went to park further up the lane near
some cottages and a pub (The Boat Inn) which was in the process of being redeveloped. Not very confident
about the directions we had been given we asked a couple of passing dog-walkers who gave us a better idea of
the area.
Back down the lane on foot and taking a left hand path behind the kennels we came to the official Wildlife
Trust sign welcoming us to Erewash Meadows. Along the way we noted Great Willowherb, White Dead
Nettle, Smooth Sow Thistle and Mugwort. In the distance we saw a Buzzard and a Kestrel. A passing
birdwatcher was helpful in telling us how to get to Erewash Marsh by following a circular route which took us
past the end of part of Cromford Canal. On a pond in the distance we noted Grey Heron, Mallard and Moorhen.
We continued along over the Erewash River and along a farm track. In the left hand field we counted a family
party of at least 6 Pied Wagtails foraging for insects. Salad Burnet, Common Hemp Nettle, Tall Melilot and
Cut-leaved crane’s-bill grew alongside the lane. As we neared the farm buildings we took the public footpath
on the right to Brinsley Gin. This path was overgrown all its length with nettles, thistles and brambles making
it quite difficult to negotiate. A ditch to one side didn’t help either! However we were rewarded with small
flocks of Linnet and Goldfinch in the hedgerow. We eventually came to a crossroads of paths near some
buildings where again we had to ask directions from another dog-walker. It turned out she was walking the
way we were meant to be going so accompanied us until we came to grassy bank. Here we decided to have our
picnic lunch confident that by following her instructions we would eventually reach Erewash Marsh. It was
quite warm and sunny by now and we had to fight off having a nap before continuing!
Crossing stiles and 2 fields we reached a path running parallel to a railway track. On our left the first of the
ponds came into sight where we saw Little Egret and a flock of Lapwing. We continued along noting Speckled
Wood, Small White and Comma butterflies before coming upon Aldercar Flash (Nottinghamshire Wildlife
Trust). Coot, Teal and Gadwall were added to our list and further along a number of Greylag Geese.
Eventually we retraced our steps across the fields. We could hear the barking of dogs so we knew we were
nearing the start of our walk at the kennels.
An eventful walk which took quite a bit of getting started but proved to be worth it in the end.
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Flowers
Agrimony
Angelica
Bird’s-foot trefoil
Bittersweet
Black Knapweed
Black Medick
Bramble
Broad-leaved Willowherb
Bush Vetch
Chicory
Common Hemp Nettle
Common Ragwort
Common Toadflax
Creeping Thistle
Cuckoo Pint
Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill
Elderberry
Feverfew
Field Poppy
Field Speedwell
Great Bindweed
Great Willowherb
Greater Plantain
Hart’s Tongue Fern
Himalayan Balsam
Hogweed
Knotgrass
Lady’s Mantle
Lesser Stitchwort
Meadow Buttercup
Meadow Vetchling
Mugwort
Nettle
Nipplewort
Persicaria
Prickly Sow Thistle
Purple Toadflax
Red Bartsia
Red Campion
Red Clover
Reed Mace
Ribwort Plantain
Salad Burnet
Scarlet Pimpernel
Scentless Mayweed
Selfheal
Smooth Sow Thistle
Spear Thistle
Tall Melilot
Tufted Vetch
White Clover
White Dead Nettle
Woundwort

Yarrow
Tansy
Crosswort
Silverweed
Devil’s-bit Scabious
Harebell
Betony
Moonpenny
Orange Hawkbit
Herb Robert
Water Mint
Water Chickweed
Japanese Knotweed
Mallow
Snowberry

Insects
Small White b/f
Speckled Wood b/f
Red Admiral b/f
Comma b/f
Meadow Brown b/f
Early Bee
Red-tailed Bee
Carder Bee
Brown Hawker d/f

Fungi
Birds
Birch Polypore
Blackbird
Woodpigeon
Carrion Crow
Buzzard
Wren
Robin
Kestrel
Mallard
Black-headed Gull
Moorhen
Grey Heron
Blue Tit
Chiff Chaff
Swallow
Pied Wagtail
Linnet
Goldfinch
Jackdaw
Cormorant
Long-tailed Tit
Little Egret
Lapwing
Magpie
Gadwall
Teal
Coot
Greylag Goose
House Sparrow
Sparrowhawk

