
Visit to Rutland Water – 19
th

 March 2017 

 

It was cloudy but fine when 3 members – Charles Seymour, Brian Smithson and Malcolm Swift set off for 

Rutland Water.  Rutland Water Nature Reserve is an important wildlife sanctuary and can have 20,000 

waterfowl.  The Reserve was created in the 1970s alongside the construction of the reservoir itself. We arrived 

at 1015 hours with the weather still cloudy but bright, with a light breeze.  By midday this had increased to a 

strong wind.  

 

We started the visit off by watching a Mistle Thrush foraging for food in the middle of a field next to the car 

park.  Rooks were noisily repairing their nests nearby as we made our way to the Visitor Centre and paid our 

£4.50 concessionary entrance fees. 

 

The centre overlooks Lagoon 1 and Brown’s Island.  We noted 23 species of bird from here and most were seen 

again from other hides we visited.  They included Greylag, Canada and Egyptian Geese, Moorhen, Coot, 

Mallard, Gadwall, Shoveler and Grey Heron. 

 

We then followed the footpath to the north of the reserve and decided to bypass the first 7 hides and go onto the 

Lapwing Hide where the rarer species of Grebe and also a Smew had been reported.  By this time the wind had 

increased and the sun was reflecting strongly off the water!  We saw none of the Grebes or the Smew!!  We did 

though  manage to spot Great Crested Grebes and had good views of 7 or 8 Goldeneye. 

 

At the sides of the pathways early flowering plants included Lesser Celandine, Dog’s Mercury and Pussy 

Willow, and we noted Wren, Chiffchaff and Reed Bunting. 

 

We re-traced our steps and looked into Smew Hide where we heard Cetti’s Warbler, and then Buzzard Hide 

which had numerous Gadwall and Shoveler and masses of Coltsfoot were flowering. 

 

We had our lunch in Shoveler Hide where we saw 3 Redshank and a Pintail played hide and seek on the far side 

of small islands where it was sheltered from the wind.  This hide and Bittern Hide overlook Lagoon 3. 

 

Lagoon 4 is a fairly new addition to the Reserve and has 3 hides overlooking the shallow water.  Common 

Gulls (actually not that common) mingled with the more common Black-headed Gulls and Great Black-backed 

Gulls rested on the sand bank.  We had good views of a pair of Pintail and Little Egret and a couple of Stock 

Doves.  Field Speedwell, Groundsel and Red Dead Nettle boosted our flower list.   

 

It had now clouded over and the wind had eased as we made our way back to the Visitor Centre. From 

Redshank Hide we watched a pair of Stock Doves displaying by rising and twisting up into the air, and while 

watching 2 Sand Martins came into view. 

 

A number of trees had been cut back and undergrowth removed at the edge of the main track and a good show 

of Primroses took advantage of the open canopy.  A Grey Squirrel ran along the branches of a tree as we neared 

the car park to set off for home at about 1645 hours.  A good day. 
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Birds      Flowers    Mammal 

 

Blackbird     Daisy     Grey Squirrel 

Black-headed Gull    Lesser Celandine 

Blue Tit     Dandelion 

Canada Goose     Dog’s Mercury 

Carrion Crow     Primrose 

Cetti’s Warbler    Pussy Willow 

Chaffinch     Coltsfoot 

Chiff Chaff     Groundsel 

Collared Dove     Field Speedwell 

Common Gull     Red Dead Nettle 

Coot 

Cormorant 

Egyptian Goose 

Gadwall 

Goldeneye 

Great Black-backed Gull 

Great Crested Pochard 

Great Tit 

Grey Heron 

Greylag Goose 

Herring Gull 

Jackdaw 

Lapwing 

Little Egret 

Mallard 

Mistle Thrush 

Moorhen 

Mute Swan 

Oystercatcher 

Pheasant 

Pied Wagtail 

Pintail 

Pochard 

Redshank 

Reed Bunting 

Robin 

Rook 

Sand Martin 

Shelduck 

Shoveler 

Starling 

Stock Dove 

Teal 

Tufted Duck 

Wigeon 

Woodpigeon 

Wren 

 
















