Visit to Whitwell Woods – Sunday 6th August 2017
6 adults and 1 dog (Ben) met at the lay-by at Whitwell Woods on a fine and dry Sunday morning.
Linda & Mick Fairest, Eileen & Graham Gill, Charles Seymour and Jim Russell. Jim joined us as an active
guide around the woods where he has been a visitor since 1973.
On the grass verge adjacent to the lay-by we noted Small Scabious, Yellow-wort, Bird’s-foot trefoil, Fairy Flax
and Milkwort etc. The council has been encouraged not to over-mow this area to give the wild flowers a
chance. We entered through the gate into Whitwell Woods and walked down the main driveway listing flowers
as we went along. Several bat boxes have been placed in this area.
Despite this being a nature walk we couldn’t fail to notice amongst the vegetation measuring instruments
belonging to United Oilfield Services. By the end of the day we had seen great numbers of these devices
scattered everywhere in the woods. Every path we walked on had them. Not sure whether this is anything to do
with the “dreaded” fracking plans in North East Derbyshire or what!!
However back to our walk. At the first crossroads we took a left and continued to the perimeter path which
comes down to Bondhay Dyke. As the weather warmed up several butterflies were seen including Comma,
Speckled Wood and Small White. Carder Bee, Buff-tailed Bumble Bee and Scorpion Fly were also noted. We
could hear Buzzards overhead which we assumed to be a family calling to one another.
Along the path we came to a natural spring named “Ginny Spring” where the water is clear and drinkable. Jim
and his dog Ben had a drink just to prove it!! Further along on the border between South Yorkshire and North
East Derbyshire was a boundary marker stone with the initials DL (Duke of Leeds) on the South Yorkshire side
and DP (Duke of Portland) on the N.E. Derbyshire side. In a small clearing in the woods Hemp Agrimony
grew in abundance attracting Peacock and Red Admiral butterflies amongst others.
Whitwell Woods has a long history and in the section near the stream there are some crags where signs of the
Iron Age have been found and also remains of caves which were probably used as shelter. The area is likened
to a “mini” Creswell Crags. Lime Kilns were present and Charcoal burning was also carried on in the woods for
many years, and up to recent times, but now unfortunately this practise has ceased.
We had our packed lunch at a picnic table ideally placed opposite a sunny glade covered in wild flowers. This
was a haven for Butterflies. Cameras at the ready we were delighted to see a pale Silver-Washed Fritillary
(identified later by Jim as a form called Valezina and very rare in Derbyshire) along with 2 orange variations.
Two records of the species have been recorded in Whitwell Woods in August 2015 but none known of since.
Gatekeeper, Brimstone, Green-veined White were also seen but the it was the fritillaries that caused the most
excitement.
Continuing on, we walked until we came to a small pond where White Water Lilies grew. On the picnic table
overlooking the pond Charles drew our attention to a Dragonfly which had attached itself to a plant growing up
from under the table. Cameras at the ready again as the very tame Four-spotted Chaser let everyone get closeups from every angle. We even witnessed it using its front legs to wipe its face etc!! Brilliant. As it was in
such a vulnerable position, Graham carefully broke off the plant stem complete with Chaser and moved it away
from the table to place it among similar plants nearby to avoid it being sat on. It still clung on and never made
any attempt to fly off!
We made our way back out of the woods having experienced an enjoyable day in pleasant weather and in good
company.
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10
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Reporter: Linda Fairest

Flowers
White Clover
Small Scabious
Red Clover
Ribwort Plantain
Bird’s-foot trefoil
Yellow-wort
Milkwort
Meadow Buttercup
Black Knapweed
Fairy Flax
Ragwort
Yarrow
Centaury
Common Ragwort
Meadow Vetchling
Hogweed
Tufted Vetch
Kidney Vetch
Creeping Buttercup
Field Bindweed
Bramble
White Campion
Spear Thistle
Daisy
St. John’s Wort (sp.)
Nettle
Red Campion
Nipplewort
Selfheal
Wood Avens
Herb Robert
Enchanter’s Nightshade
Woundwort
Common Hemp Nettle
Burdock
Great Hairy Willowherb
Silverweed
Meadow Sweet
Angelica
Betony
Rose Bay Willowherb
Red Bartsia
Corn Mint
Lady’s Mantle
Broad-leaved Willowherb
Scarlet Pimpernel (yellow)
Nettle-leaved Bellflower
Marsh Thistle

Cuckoo Pint
Perennial Sow Thistle
Rowan
Common Gromwell
Hemp Agrimony
Woodruff
Hart’s Tongue Fern
Columbine
Figwort
Hedge Bedstraw
White Water Lily
Water Mint
Pineapple Mayweed

Insects
Meadow Brown
Gatekeeper
Comma
Red Admiral
Small White
Brimstone
Green-veined White
Ringlet
Speckled Wood
Peacock
Silver-washed Fritillary
7 spot Ladybird
Scorpion Fly

Birds
Kestrel
Woodpigeon
Swallow
Robin
Blackbird
Willow Warbler
Carrion Crow
Collared Dove
Great Tit
Coal Tit
Mammals
Mole Hills

Fungi
Birch Polypore
King Alfred’s Cakes
Tinder Fungus
Many-zoned Polypore

Amnhibian
Froglet

Carder Bee
Buff-tailed Bumblebee
Four Spotted Chaser (female)
Blue Damselfly
Southern Hawker (male and female)
Brown Hawker (female)

