
Visit to Coombes Valley RSPB Reserve - 20th May 2018 

 

6 members met at Greendale on a mild sunny morning for the 70 mile round trip to this reserve. 

 

Linda & Mick Fairest, Eileen & Graham Gill, Charles Seymour and Malcolm Swift. 

 

We had picked this date because when we visited the reserve last year on 22ndJune we were told by 

the warden that we were a month too late to see the Pied Flycatchers and Redstarts.  Said birds were 

on the sightings board in the visitor centre so we set off with high hopes.   

 

The sound of birdsong filled the air as we took the path down to the valley bottom and we recognised 

Willow Warbler, Blackcap and Chiff Chaff amongst others.  However sightings were another story as 

the trees were in full leaf and we had to be content with only glimpses of the birds. 

 

The recent mild sunny weather had brought the spring flowers out in profusion and many were added 

to our list including the white variety of Herb Robert as well as the more usual pink.  Trees in blossom 

included Bird Cherry, Apple, Guelder-rose, Hawthorn and Rowan.  Many Orange Tip butterflies were 

seen, also Green-veined White, Small White and Speckled Wood. 

 

Ravens were heard and seen flying overhead and we sat listening to Garden Warblers but again 

difficult to see!  There are many nest boxes scattered around the reserve and eventually we saw some 

movement in a large fir tree.  At last a Pied Flycatcher flew out to visit one of the nest boxes nearby.  

We got 1 or 2 more glimpses but were not near enough for photographs.  Redstarts were heard calling 

but we were not lucky enough to get a sighting.   

 

We approached the seat by the pond (which was dry) and were informed by another birdwatcher that 

15 minutes ago flycatchers had been flying backwards and forwards in front of him BUT after sitting 

there for 20 minutes or so we were unlucky.  We crossed the bridge and took the Woodcock Trail up 

to the other side of the valley and there had our packed lunch before continuing on the trail back 

towards the visitor centre.   

 

At the start of our walk we had noticed signs to the Tree Canopy Walk and decided to investigate.  A  

narrow suspended rope bridge with wooden slats has been erected in the tree canopy which we 

sampled to our great amusement!!   We continued back to the car park to drop off our bags and then 

went into the meadow area where we sat for a while taking in the spectacular views across the valley 

whilst amusing ourselves singing a verse of “I love to go a wandering”.  A good end to a great day in 

lovely surroundings. 

 

Back at the car park a Buzzard soared overhead and a Lesser Black-backed Gull flew over.  We also 

had a sighting of a Great Spotted Woodpecker in flight. 

 

Birds    26      Flora    44      Insects   7        Fungi   2 

Reporter: Linda Fairest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Birds    Flora     Insects 

 

Great Tit   Forget-me-Not   Orange Tip 

Chaffinch   Daisy     Speckled Wood 

Carrion Crow   Herb Robert (pink & white)  Small White 

Chiff Chaff   Dandelion    Green-veined White 

Willow Warbler  Cow Parsley    

Pheasant   Germander Speedwell  Carder Bee 

Garden Warbler  Jack by the Hedge   White Tailed Bee 

Dunnock   Meadow Buttercup 

Blackbird   Bird Cherry    St. Mark’s Fly 

Blue Tit   Bistort 

Wren    Cuckoo Flower 

Blackcap   Common Vetch   Fungi 

Robin    Bluebell 

Raven    Lesser Celandine   Piptoporus Betulinus 

Coal Tit   Greater Stitchwort   Tinder fungus 

Pied Flycatcher  Bugle 

Woodpigeon   Hairy Bittercress 

Buzzard   Apple Blossom 

Song Thrush   Ribwort Plantain    

Jackdaw   Guelder-rose 

Goldfinch   Hawthorn Blossom 

Nuthatch   Bitter Vetchling 

Magpie   Red Campion 

Whitethroat   Dog Violet 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Marsh Marigold 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Wood Avens 

    Yellow Pimpernel 

    Wood Sorrel 

    Pink Purslane 

    Ground Ivy 

    Opposite-leaved Golden Saxifrage 

    Yellow Rhododendron 

    Rowan  

    Tormentil 

    Creeping Buttercup 

    Gorse 

    Ramsons 

    Hogweed 

    Dock sp. 

    Red Clover 

    Pignut 

    Common Sorrel 

    Bird’s-foot trefoil 

    Bulbous Buttercup 

 


















