
Visit to Avenue Washlands, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust Reserve - 10th February 2019 

 

6 members met at Greendale at the later time of 9a.m. (as the Reserve is only 20 minutes away). 

Linda & Mick Fairest, Graham Gill, Charles Seymour, Brian Smithson and Malcolm Swift. 

The rain had stopped and we had our fingers crossed for a fine morning. 

 

On arrival we parked on Mill Lane near the new housing development and walked down to the 

entrance to the reserve.  En route we noted Song Thrush, Collared Dove, Wood Pigeon and 11 Canada 

Geese in a far off field.    To our surprise the bird tables/feeders on the reserve were empty of food!  

We took the right hand path towards the ponds.  Many Robins and Yellowhammers were easy to see.  

Skylark could be heard singing over the adjacent fields.  We stopped at Keith’s Pond but no water 

birds were to be seen.  We crossed Redleadmill Brook to the Reed-bed viewing screen.  Gadwall, 

Mallard and Teal were on the water and 8 Snipe kept flying over the reeds, landing and taking off 

again.   

 

We re-traced our steps as far as the path up to the railway bridge and there saw Reed Bunting.  We 

continued back to Mill Lane and took the path under the railway lines and up the other side.  From 

the next view point we saw Grey Heron in the distance.  We dropped down the steep path past the 

dipping ponds and into the woodland where we saw a male Kestrel.  Several fungi were recorded in 

the woods including Blushing Bracket, Candle Snuff and Trametes versicolor. Many catkins both 

Hazel and Alder were seen and one specimen of Pussy Willow.  At the end of the woods we continued 

left back towards Mill Lane stopping at the benches overlooking the reserve for our picnic lunch.  A 

Common Buzzard flew over being mobbed by a Carrion Crow.  At some farm out-buildings on the 

right we saw a female Kestrel sitting on the barn roof before flying away into the distance. 

 

As we reached the railway tunnel again we noted Bullfinch, Chaffinch, Fieldfare, Goldfinch and 

Redwing as 4 Moorhen came out of the water to wander across the fields. 

 

The weather was just coming onto rain and the wind was picking up as we reached the cars. 

 

Birds   33  Fungi 6  Flora 4   Mammals 1 

 

 

 

Reporter: Linda Fairest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Birds     Flora         

 

Black-headed Gull   Gorse 

Blackbird    Hazel and Alder Catkins 

Blue Tit    Pussy Willow 

Bullfinch 

Canada Geese    Mammals 

Carrion Crow 

Chaffinch    Mole hills 

Collared Dove 

Common Buzzard 

Cormorant 

Dunnock 

Fieldfare 

Gadwall 

Goldfinch 

Great Tit 

Grey Heron 

Herring Gull 

Jackdaw 

Kestrel 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Long-tailed Tit 

Magpie 

Mallard 

Moorhen 

Redwing 

Reed Bunting 

Robin 

Skylark 

Snipe 

Song Thrush 

Teal 

Woodpigeon 

Yellowhammer 

 

Fungi 

Candle Snuff 

Blushing Bracket 

Trametes Versicolor 

Orange Jelly (Dacrymyces palmatus)  

Oysterling (Crepidotus variabilis) 

Coral Spot 


















