Visit to RSPB Langford Lowfields - 17th March 2019
This visit was postponed from last Sunday due to snow and gale conditions.
6 members set off from Greendale on a fine Sunday morning – Linda & Mick Fairest, Graham Gill,
Brian Smithson, Charles Seymour and Malcolm Swift.
On arrival at the reserve car park we first of all noticed a mixed flock of C30 Chaffinch and Goldfinch
feeding on wild bird-food which had been sprinkled across the lane at the entrance. Carrion Crow,
Magpie and Jay were soon added to our list. Lesser Celandine on the grass banks of the stream were
also noted.
We consulted the site map and decided to take the clockwise boundary path to eventually reach the
access to the reserve around lunchtime. It was quite muddy underfoot in places due to the adverse
weather conditions of the past week or so. This site is a working gravel extraction area and since our
last visit the expanse of water has increased encouraging large numbers of Greylag Geese, Canada
Geese, Wigeon, Teal, Coot and Tufted Duck. The sound of Skylarks filled the air.
A large white bird in the distance standing on one leg and with its head well tucked in caused some
confusion. Was it a Great White Egret (as 3 had been visiting the site) or was it a Swan??? Many
minutes were spent watching and hoping for it to lift its head but no such luck. Unusual for a Swan
to be standing so long in open water on one leg and also for an Egret to be away from the cover of
reeds. We were left scratching our heads until after walking further away from the “quandary” and
viewing it from afar it eventually lifted its head/neck to reveal it was just a Swan after all!!
Pussy Willow (White Willow), Blackthorn and a tiny specimen of Hawthorn were noted along with
White Dead Nettle, Coltsfoot and Field Speedwell.
On reaching the entrance to the actual RSPB reserve we climbed the stile and made our way to a
bench to sit and have our picnic lunch in a sheltered area out of the breeze. After lunch we did a
figure of 8 path across the reserve. On crossing the “floating bridge” we saw some deer droppings
and as we approached the “Beach Hut” an adult Roe Deer ran across in front of us. A good sighting!
Whether it was because it was Sunday and there was no disturbance on the gravel works, most of the
birds appeared to be there rather than on the actual reserve?
A clearing appeared to have been made to encourage the growth of Cowslips up a grassy bank and
we also noticed many more amongst the saplings.
Mole Hills and a large Rabbit Warren on site were signs of mammal presence. As we passed through
the small woodland towards the exit we recorded White/Sweet Violets. An inquisitive Robin came
very close to us looking for food but unfortunately we had none!!
On arrival back at the cars we noticed more bird food had been sprinkled across the lane and again
Chaffinch and Goldfinch were taking full advantage.
Birds 43

Flora 13

Mammals 3

Insects 1 Fungi 1
Reporter: Linda Fairest

Birds

Flora

Mammals

Black-headed Gull
Blackbird
Blue Tit
Canada Goose
Carrion Crow
Cetti’s Warbler
Chaffinch
Common Buzzard
Common Gull
Coot
Cormorant
Feral Stock Dove
Gadwall
Goldeneye
Goldfinch
Great Crested Grebe
Great Tit
Grey Heron
Greylag Goose
Herring Gull
Jay
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Linnet
Little Grebe
Long-tailed Tit
Magpie
Mallard
Mute Swan
Oystercatcher
Pied Wagtail
Pochard
Raven
Robin
Shelduck
Shoveler
Skylark
Song Thrush
Teal
Tufted Duck
Wigeon
Woodpigeon
Wren
Yellowhammer

Lesser Celandine
Daisy
White Dead Nettle
Dandelion
Red Dead Nettle
Coltsfoot
Cowslips
White/Sweet Violets
Field Speedwell
Gorse
Blackthorn
Pussy Willow (White Willow)
Hawthorn

Roe Deer
Mole Hills
Rabbit

Insects
White-tailed Bumble Bee

Fungi
Jews Ear

