
Visit to Bempton Cliffs RSPB Reserve – Sunday 07 July 2019 

 

Just 4 of us today set off at 8 am for the 180 mile round trip to Bempton Cliffs.  Linda & Mick Fairest, 

Charles Seymour and Malcolm Swift. 

 

The weather was pleasant as we arrived at the Visitor Centre car park.  Around the centre we noticed 

good numbers of Tree Sparrow.  We walked down to the cliff tops and decided to take the left hand 

path first towards Mosey Down Gate view point where we saw our first Puffin of the day.  At this 

point a Peregrine was heard and seen which put the Rock Doves up!  At the various view points 

Gannet, Kittiwake, Guillemot, Razorbill and Fulmar were noted.  It was quite breezy if you were 

looking north along the cliffs BUT calm if you were facing south! 

 

A plaque on a wooden bench mentioned the former Radar Station from WW1 and atop one of the 

concrete pillars we saw our first Corn Bunting.  Also in the area were Common Whitethroat with 

Skylarks overhead.   

 

Our attention was drawn to a pair of Gannets with a young one laid absolutely flat and still on the 

ledge at the side of them. After studying said youngster for a few minutes we were convinced, despite 

its large size, that it had died.  However we later saw it stand up and start moving around – hurrah!   

Afterwards we noticed several other youngsters looking “dead” with their head twisted round but 

obviously this is normal.  The adults seem to have adopted the habit of standing on them with one 

foot (maybe to stop them plunging down the cliffs?). 

 

At the last view point an information board gave the details of Gannets at different ages and showing 

the varying plumage.  We had seen the different variations as we walked along from the very mottled 

3 year olds and the stunning 4 year olds with the “piano keys” pattern on their wings. 

Gannets reach maturity and the familiar plumage at age 5 years. 

 

We backtracked to the centre where we had our packed lunch at a picnic table. Swallows flew 

overhead and Jackdaws begged for food. 

 

After lunch we took the right hand path to the end of the reserve and noted Reed Bunting, Meadow 

Pipit and Linnet calling over the meadows.  Butterflies included Painted Lady, Red Admiral, Ringlet 

and Small Tortoiseshell. On our return to the centre we heard the sound of a Curlew and saw it flying 

south then turning and flying back north calling all the while. 

 

We checked out the feeding station and there saw Moorhen, Collared Dove, Chaffinch, Stock Dove, 

Blue Tit etc.  As it was now approaching 4 pm we decided to call it a day. 

 

Our flower count included 1 Common Spotted Orchid, Hay Rattle, Bird’s-foot Trefoil, Meadow 

Crane’s-bill, Red Campion, Yarrow, Moonpenny, Knapweed, Daisy, Hogweed, Creeping Buttercup, 

Creeping Thistle. 

 

A very pleasant day on the east coast with thousands of birds but not that many different species. 

 

Reporter:  Linda Fairest 

 

Birds     30 

Insects    6 

 

 

 



 

 

Birds      Insects 

 

Blackbird     Ringlet butterfly 

Blue Tit     Painted Lady 

Carrion Crow     Red Admiral 

Chaffinch     Small Tortoiseshell 

Collared Dove 

Corn Bunting 

Curlew      Red-tailed Bumble Bee 

Dunnock     White-tailed Bumble Bee 

Fulmar 

Gannet 

Great Tit 

Greenfinch 

Guillemot 

Herring Gull 

Jackdaw 

Kittiwake 

Meadow Pipit 

Moorhen 

Peregrine 

Puffin 

Razorbill 

Red-legged Partridge 

Reed Bunting 

Skylark 

Stock Dove 

Swallow 

Tree Sparrow 

Whitethroat 

Woodpigeon 

Wren 

 


















