
Visit to Donna Nook Grey Seal Colony, Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust – 24 November 2019 

 

After weeks of mostly very wet weather, today there was a window of finer calm weather for our trip 

to Donna Nook.  Seven of us met at Greendale at 8 am for an early start. Linda & Mick Fairest, 

Lindsay Fox, Graham Gill, Charles Seymour, Brian Smithson & Malcolm Swift. 

 

On our arrival we were astounded at the hundreds of people already there taking up more parking 

fields than we have ever seen before!  The organisation for the vast numbers arriving was excellent 

and getting away again was flawless.  The official car park was today reserved for disabled people. 

 

The weekly update for 22 November listed 489 bulls, 1,629 cows and “drum roll” 1,554 pups. 

Seal pups weigh about 14 kg at birth and gain 1.7kg per day.  Cows start breeding at 3 years old and 

weigh 150 kg.  Males can reach 300kg (equal to 3+ male humans). 

 

We first of all took the right hand path as far as the RAF fencing, keeping well away from the bombing 

range).  Many pups were close to the viewing path with their mothers enabling easy photography.  

Our first pup of the day must have very recently been born as it was orange in colour (they turn white 

after 3 days).  The tide was well out but we could see large flocks of Brent Geese, Shelduck, the odd 

Curlew, Redshank, Turnstone and Pied Wagtail.   

 

The 7 of us about turned and walked in the opposite direction to other end of the viewing area stopping 

many times to wonder at the various scenes before us.  We witnessed squabbling cows and fighting 

bulls whilst the pups just relaxed!  Just before we reached the end of the path Malcolm called us back 

to report the sighting of a Pomarine Skua (bird of the day) but unfortunately most of us missed it as 

it had flown off before we got there! 

 

At the end of the viewing path we headed for the official car park hoping for a picnic table but had to 

settle for leaning posts or wooden “stools” used to divide the car park spaces.  After we had eaten we 

took the track following behind the sand dunes.  This proved to be quite wet and some of the main 

path was flooded.  As we turned to go back over the sand dunes we were informed by a couple of 

ladies that they had seen 3 deer further up the coast.  Some of us went to investigate and were rewarded 

by a sighting of 3 Roe Deer walking back towards the sand dunes in the distance.  We then walked 

along the beach track and towards the viewing path. 

 

As there were less people around now we were able to see a wooden board telling us the story of 

“Ropeneck” a female seal who gave birth to her pup overnight on 18/19th November.  She was first 

recorded visiting the site to give birth in November 2000 when tangled in discarded netting which cut 

a very deep wound in her neck causing great distress.  The wardens with assistance from RAF Donna 

Nook were able to cut her free.  She has visited the same spot every year since to give birth except 

for 2006 and the scar can still be seen. Every year several seals arrive entangled in rope, netting or 

packing straps thoughtlessly discarded by man.  Working with RAF Donna Nook, HM Coastguard 

and Mablethorpe Seal Sanctuary the seals are helped whenever possible. 

 

On arrival back at the cars after a fine mild day Mick rang the Leaking Boot Fish & Chip shop in 

Cleethorpes to confirm our previous booking and giving them our expected time of arrival. Yummy! 

A welcome end of our day at Donna Nook. 

 

Seals (see above 3000 plus) Birds   32 Flora   11 Mammals   1 Fungi  4 

 

  

Reporter: Linda Fairest 

 



 

Birds    Flora    Mammals  Fungi 

 

Pheasant   White Dead Nettle  Seals   Jelly Ear 

Blackbird   Sea Buckthorn  Roe Deer  Sulphur Tuft 

Carrion Crow   Common Ragwort     Tinder Fungus 

Great Black-backed Gull Groundsel      Tar Spot 

Pied Wagtail   Bristly Ox Tongue 

Skylark   Herb Robert 

Turnstone   Smooth Sow Thistle 

Lapwing   Dandelion 

Black-headed Gull  Shepherd’s Purse 

Herring Gull   Scentless Mayweed 

Fieldfare   Yarrow 

Starling 

Brent Geese 

Chaffinch 

Robin 

Redshank 

Common Gull 

Pomarine Skua 

Magpie 

Little Egret 

Shelduck 

Goldfinch 

Collared Dove 

House Sparrow 

Kestrel 

Dunnock 

Mallard 

Woodpigeon 

Curlew 

Snipe 

Wren 

Rook 




























