WHELDRAKE INGS and BLACKTOFT SANDS on SUNDAY 27th OCTOBER 2019

Just three members, Charles Seymour, Malcolm Swift and Graham Gill set out from Dronfield and headed for
Wheldrake Ings which is about 10 miles south-east of York. Having experienced flooding at this site previously, a
check on the Internet the night before showed no reports of flooding despite some recent heavy rain.
On arrival we parked in the Lower Derwent car park and put on our boots. The weather was fine and sunny with a
fresh breeze. We started out on a recently added viewing platform overlooking the site and soon were aware that
there was a lot of water around, a LOT more than normal. However, we started our list of sightings with plenty of
birds around – Carrion Crow, Herring Gull, Dunnock being first on the list. There were two other birders on the
platform who had been there a while and they pointed out several others, the highlight being a pair of Stonechats
perched on some nearby Hawthorn bushes. Two good Butterfly sightings in the sunhine here also – first a Comma
and then a Red Admiral. After about half an hour we decided to take a path down to the River Derwent to walk
downstream to the bridge, but there was no river or path, just a vast expanse of water. So we retraced our steps to
the car park and decided to walk down the road to the lane down to the bridge. Before we reached the bridge there
was more flooding and no way through – we even tried a brief wander around the adjacent field but we only came
across more water.
THE LESSON TO BE LEARNED HERE IS DON’T RELY ON THE INTERNET FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION.
Walking back to the car we talked about other nearby sites we could call at to make a day of it, and decided to go to
Blacktoft Sands near Goole.
The sun was still shining and no problems with flooding here although the water was up in all the reedbed lakes. We
were told by the volunteers at the reception that most of the birds were up at the Ousefleet Hide so we set off to
the right. We had a look in the Xerox Hide first, and as it was empty, took the opportunity to have our packed lunch
here. As we dined we added Grey Heron, Little Grebe, Mute Swan and Common Snipe to our list and before moving
on we also saw our first Marsh Harrier of the day along with Wigeon and a flock of C.50 Starlings.
Next up was the Marshland Hide where we added Shoveler, Gadwall, large numbers of Teal, Moorhen and two
Kestrels were hovering above the reedbeds looking for their lunch.
It was then the 800 metre walk up the hedgerow to Ousefleet hide where there were indeed plenty of birds.
More Wigeon, Teal and Shoveler in large numbers and additions to the list were Curlew (in small flocks), Shelduck,
Pheasant and Lesser Black-backed Gull.
We then re-traced out steps back past the reception and looked in on the First Hide and Townend Hide where we
didn’t add anything further to add, but there were a few more Marsh Harriers around, with one coming quite close.
Last call was at the Singleton Hide and as we sat down, we asked if the others there had seen anything interesting
were told if we had been 10 minutes earlier we would have seen an Otter swimming between the reedbeds
opposite. If we hadn’t called at First and Townend we would have probably seen it. We stayed in this hide for quite
a while in the hope of it returning but alas no Otter. Ah well!
We were remarking that we had not yet seen a Lapwing today and five minutes later someone said “There’s a
Lapwing for you” as a couple flew over the hide. As we sat, another ten came past, then twenty, then around fifty,
then two huge flocks of around 200 each came over with a number of Golden Plover mixed in with them. The old
adage of London Buses sprung to mind. A good end to the day.
It was then back to the car for the journey back to Dronfield

Reporter Graham Gill

WHELDRAKE INGS SPECIES LIST

BIRDS
Carrion Crow, Herring Gull, Dunnock, Grey Wagtail, Fieldfare, Tufted Duck, Goldfinch, Stonechat, Jackdaw,
Black- headed Gull, Mallard, Kestrel, Wood Pigeon, Starling, Blue Tit, Canada Goose
Total 16
INSECTS
Honey Bee, Wasp, Comma, Red Admiral

Total 4

FLOWERS
Prickly Sowthistle, Hogweed, Nettle, White Deadnettle, Himalayan Balsam, Creeping Thistle, Angelica, Herb Robert,
Common Ragwort, Red Clover, Marsh Sowthistle, Dandelion.
Total 12
MAMMALS
Mole Hills, Field Vole, Brown Rat (Deceased)

Total 3

BLACTOFT SANDS SPECIES LIST
BIRDS
Magpie, Chaffinch, Tree Sparrow, Goldfinch, Wood Pigeon, Grey Heron, Marsh Harrier, Little Grebe, Starling,
Mute Swan, Common Snipe, Wigeon, Shoveler, Gadwall, Teal, Moorhen, Carrion Crow, Kestrel, Curlew,
Shelduck, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Black-headed Gull, Pheasant, Lapwing, Golden Plover, Blackbird.
Total 26
INSECTS
Common Darter (female), Bluebottle, Green Lacewing, Wasp

Total 4

FLOWERS
Dandelion, Groundsel, Scentless Mayweed, Smooth Sowthistle, Daisy
FUNGI
Shaggy Inkcap, Jew’s Ear

Total 2

Total 5

