
Visit to North Cave Wetlands (Yorkshire Wildlife Trust) - 19th January 2020 

 

5 members met at 0830 hrs on a fine and bright Sunday morning for a trip to North Cave. 

Linda & Mick Fairest, Graham Gill, Charles Seymour and Brian Smithson. 

 

On arrival we parked along the lane where we had good close up views of a Robin singing happily in 

the hedgerow.  We then walked back to the viewing/seating area at the entrance to the reserve. Low 

and behold a fellow birdwatcher already had a Bittern sighted in his telescope! We agreed it was a 

good start to the day and probably wouldn’t be surpassed (so can we go home now?).  The Bittern 

was hiding in the Village Lake reeds in front of the Turret Hide in the distance BUT could only be 

seen from where we were.  Other birds on the water included Redshank, Teal, Wigeon, Tufted Duck 

and Shoveler.   

 

We decided to take the anti-clockwise path onto the reserve, calling in at East Hide.  From here several 

Snipe were seen along with Mute Swan.  Highland Cattle and Hebridean Sheep grazed on the opposite 

grassy areas.  At the bird feeder screen between East Hide and Turret Hide we recorded Blue Tit, 

Great Tit, Greenfinch, Chaffinch and many Tree Sparrow.  The perimeter path behind the feeders is 

now closed to the public. 

 

From Turret Hide we had good views of Grey Heron, Little Egret, Shelduck, Moorhen and a Common 

Gull.  Along the path from Turret Hide we saw Wrens by a stream and also Bank Voles.  Further along 

a small flock of Siskin gathered in Alder bushes. We eventually reached Crossland Hide on the 

opposite side of Dryham Lane where we had our packed lunch.  Since meeting the man with the 

Bittern sighted in his telescope first thing, we had been on the look-out for Bean Goose at his 

suggestion.   After lunch we walked back down the lane towards the car park and were lucky enough 

to see Bean Goose (4) amongst the tufty grasses in Cell B on the right hand side of the lane. 

 

We reached the viewing/seating area again to have one more look to see if the Bittern was on show! 

Alas no, but a very obliging Green Woodpecker flew from near the East Hide and landed in front of 

us giving everyone a chance to study it.  It stayed on the ground for a good 5 minutes or so picking 

up food from the grasses and posing nicely for anyone watching!   This topped off a good day at 

North Cave with 48 birds. 

 

Reporter: Linda Fairest 

 

Birds   48      Mammals   4      Flora   2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Birds     Mammals   Flora     

 

Bean Goose    Rabbit    Alder Catkins 

Bittern    Bank Vole   Hazel Catkins 

Black-headed Gull   Brown Hare 

Blackbird    Mole (hills) 

Blue Tit 

Carrion Crow 

Chaffinch 

Common Gull 

Coot 

Cormorant 

Dunnock 

Feral Rock Dove 

Gadwall 

Goldfinch 

Great Crested Grebe 

Great Tit 

Green Woodpecker 

Greenfinch 

Grey Heron 

Greylag Goose 

House Sparrow 

Kestrel 

Lapwing 

Little Egret 

Little Grebe 

Long-tailed Tit 

Magpie 

Mallard 

Moorhen 

Mute Swan 

Oystercatcher 

Pheasant 

Pochard 

Redshank 

Redwing 

Robin 

Rook 

Shelduck 

Shoveler 

Siskin 

Snipe 

Starling 

Teal 

Tree Sparrow 

Tufted Duck 

Wigeon 

Woodpigeon 

Wren 






















