
Rother Valley Country Park – 05 January 2020 

 

7 members met at Greendale at 9a.m. for our first outing of the new year. 

Linda & Mick Fairest, Eileen & Graham Gill, Charles Seymour, Brian Smithson & Malcolm Swift. 

 

We parked in the free car park on Rother Valley Way.  We headed down towards the main park area 

but took the path on the left to walk parallel to the railway line.  Along the way we noticed traces of 

deer where they had nibbled off the bark on fallen tree branches.  We noted Greenfinch, Great Tit and 

Robin etc as we walked along, together with several species of fungi and Hazel Catkins. At the end 

of the path, where it divides into several options, we took the right hand path and climbed the 2 

bridges over the railway lines. 

 

As we reached the jet-ski lake we noted Moorhen, Great Crested Grebe, Gadwall, Wigeon and Tufted 

Duck.  We walked around the lake anti clockwise as far as the path at the other end and then changed 

sides to walk towards the visitor centre by the side of the main lake.  Here in the trees opposite we 

saw Grey Heron and Cormorant.  The ducks/geese being fed at this point included Greylag, Canada, 

Mallard (3 of which were jet black with a smattering of dark green feathers!). 

 

We continued to the birdwatching lake where Linda (who arrived first) was convinced she had seen 

a female Smew close in but unfortunately said bird disappeared before anyone else could confirm the 

sighting.  We sat on the wooden benches checking the lake for a while before walking to the farm 

track on the left towards the fishing lake.  A herd of Highland Cattle, knee deep in mud, were feeding 

on some very dry looking hay then plodding back down to the lake to clean off the mud. They came 

in various colours from the usual shades of brown to cream or black. 

 

Birds noted from the farm track included Goosander, Lapwing, Goldeneye and Little Egret.  At the 

fishing lake the paths became too muddy so we decided to return to the benches at the Birdwatching 

Lake to eat our packed lunch.  In this area we saw Kestrel, Buzzard and Sparrowhawk.  After our late 

lunch we returned to the visitor centre and continued clockwise around the water-skiing lake and back 

to the car park. 

 

As we were about to leave the park someone asked if we were looking for Long Eared Owls!!  We 

said we weren’t but he had given us incentive to check around the Hawthorn bushes on the 

embankment between the lakes and the car park.  Many years ago these Owls were regular visitors to 

Rother Valley and our group had seen them (as many as 7 in one small tree) on several occasions.   

Never having heard that they were “back” we had assumed they had suffered from too much 

disturbance and were no longer visiting this area.   Despite their size they are very difficult to see in 

dense thickets due to excellent camouflage.  Needless to say, after a good search round and not seeing 

them, we gave up!  Better luck next time. 

 

Back to the cars after a fine day with a total of 41 birds. 

Reporter: Linda Fairest 

 

 

Birds   41   Flora   7   Fungi   4    Mammals  1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Birds    Flora    Fungi   Mammals 

 

 

Black-headed Gull  Dandelion   Trametes versicolor Grey Squirrel 

Blackbird   Jack by the Hedge  Sulphur Tuft 

Blue Tit   Field Speedwell  Coral Spot 

Buzzard   Sowthistle sp.   Candle Snuff 

Canada Goose   Hazel Catkins 

Carrion Crow   Scentless Mayweed 

Chaffinch   Hart’s Tongue Fern 

Collared Dove 

Coot 

Cormorant 

Feral Rock Dove 

Gadwall 

Goldeneye 

Goldfinch 

Goosander 

Great Crested Grebe 

Great Tit 

Greenfinch 

Grey Heron 

Greylag Goose 

House Sparrow 

Jackdaw 

Jay 

Kestrel 

Lapwing 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Little Egret 

Long-tailed Tit 

Magpie 

Mallard 

Moorhen 

Mute Swan 

Pochard 

Robin 

Smew ? 

Sparrowhawk 

Starling 

Tufted Duck 

Wigeon 

Woodpigeon 

Wren 

 

  


















