
A warm welcome to 
the Dronfield Hall Barn 

Newsletter. 

Whether you’re        
interested in hearing 
the latest from the    

gardens, or just want 
to find out about a   

particular event, this is 
the place to do so. 

Comments and   
suggestions welcome! 

Remember to like us on 
Facebook to keep up to 

date with day-to-day 
news from the Barn. 

 

www.dronfieldhallbarn.org                                                                                 enquiries@dronfieldhallbarn.org 
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Issue 4 
Spring 2019 

Taking the Past into the Future 

NEWS FROM THE BARN 

A Message From Dronfield Heritage Trust Chairman, Alan Powell: 

Arts Festival Preview 
The year has barely begun and there‟s already 

plenty happening here at the Barn, and lots of 

events to look forward to. 

Our main focus in recent weeks has been on the 

rapidly approaching Arts Festival. Last year, this 

was one of the highlights for us.  It was amazing 

to see Dronfield embracing the festival so 

warmly, aided by such wonderful weather 

throughout the weekend.  

Fingers crossed the weather will be as good for 

this year‟s festival. We‟re aiming to build on 

what was achieved in 2018 by making it even 

bigger and better. Full details of what we‟ve got 

in store can be found further in this newsletter, 

but it goes without saying that there will truly be 

something for everyone. From burlesque to 

theatre productions, and a myriad of different     

musical and dance performances, you won‟t 

want to miss out! See pages 3-4 for more. 

Elsewhere, our gardeners have, as ever, been 

dutifully hard at work over the last few months. 

Now that we‟re through winter and into spring, 

the gardens have started to look much more 

colourful again. You can read about what the 

team have been up to on page 6.  

We‟re also pleased to be able to announce the 

categories for this year‟s Dronfield Wildlife and 

Natural History Group photography           

competition. We received some stunning entries 

last year, and we look forward to more of the 

same this time round. If you would like to see 

your photograph featured upstairs in our gallery, 

please enter. Turn to page 5 for more  

information. 

Finally, as many of you will know by now, our 

Heritage Lottery Funding concluded last      

summer. 2019 marks the first full year where we 

have to be self-sustaining and we need your 

help. If you aren‟t already, please consider     

becoming a “Friend” of the Barn. You get     

discounts in our café, money off when booking 

for events and much more.  

You can also support us in another way. We‟re 

now registered with easyfundraising, which 

means every time you shop, we receive a small 

donation to say „thank you‟ and it‟s completely 

free too. We want to raise as much as possible 

so please sign up and help us. Full details can be 

found on page 2. 

We hope you enjoy the newsletter, and look 

forward to see you at one of our many 

events very soon. 

In this issue: 

„From the Archive‟  

 

Learn How to   

Support the Barn  

 

2019 Dronfield Arts 

Festival preview 

 

Gardens Update  

 

DWNHG          

Photographic    

Competition      

Categories         

Announced 

 

Heritage Lottery 

Funding report 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

And More! 

‘Musical Memories’ 
As part of a regular feature, in each     

newsletter we are bringing you some of the 

most fascinating images from our archive. 

If you have an interesting story about what 

we feature, get in touch. We‟d love to hear 

from you. There will be plenty of musical      

performances during our Arts Festival, and we‟ve 

been looking back at some music-themed images 

on our archive. The top image shows the     

Dronfield Temperance Band in uniform with 

drum, brass and reed instruments. The drum is  

currently in the possession of the Old Dronfield 

Society. The band members' clothes are indicative 

of the Edwardian period.  The bottom image is 

of the Dronfield Church Choir and Bell Ringers' 

outing to Matlock in 1910. Names available     

include Rev. Groocock, vicar, and Sam Allen,   

father of 12 sons. Photograph taken in the rectory 

grounds with the Taylor buildings in the back-

ground. Start your own research by going to 

dht.mediafiler.net. 
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Help Support Dronfield Hall Barn 

In 2018, Dronfield Hall Barn became self-sustaining as our HLF   

funding came to an end.  This year, your support remains vital.  

Members are now known as Friends to reflect the continued support you 

offer to our project. Benefits of becoming a Friend include:  

 Supporting the sustainability of this project 

 A new-style card to allow you to access various discounts. 

 Discount on our programme of events by up to 50%. 

 10% discount on refreshments in the coffee shop 

Membership of all our partner societies (The Old Dronfield Society, 

Dronfield Wildlife and Natural History Group, Arts@S18,  

Dronfield   Botanical Illustration Group, Walks at the Barn including 

Dronfield Rotary Walk). 

Renew your Friends subscription in the café with cash, credit or 

debit card for just £12! 

We‟re also just about to start our wedding season, meaning that the Barn, 

grounds and gardens will be closed periodically at weekends. Please make 

sure to check our website and social media profiles to be aware of when 

we‟re closed.  The first closures are on the following dates: 

Saturday 20th April  
Saturday 25th May 
Saturday 8th June  

Get involved with the 
Barn... 

 

If you are already a Friend of the Barn, why 

not consider volunteering with us too? We‟re 

always on the look out for more people to 

join our ever-growing friendly team, with 

plenty of volunteering opportunities available, 

whatever your background, skills or interests. 

Volunteers are the lifeblood of what we do 

here at the Barn, and, to date, have          

contributed more than £1,000,000 hours of 

time to the project. 

Whether it‟s joining our gardeners on a  

Tuesday morning, helping organise and run 

events like our Artisan and Producers‟     

markets or simply helping out with general 

office admin, we‟d love to hear from you. 

We‟re currently looking out for anyone who 

has a background or experience in marketing 

as we continue to develop and promote the 

Barn as venue for weddings and functions.  If 

this is something you feel you could help us 

with, do get in touch.  

“Being at the Barn fills me 

with a great sense of pride 

and accomplishment” 
- Margaret Randles, Barn volunteer 

 

Did you know you can now donate to Dronfield Heritage Trust 

without it costing you a penny? 

  

We‟re delighted to announce that we‟re now registered with            

easyfundraising.  It„s a great website where you can help Dronfield      

Heritage Trust raise funds simply by doing your everyday online shopping 

with over 3,300 big name retailers like Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, 

Booking.com, eBay, Boden, and M&S. 

 

Quite simply, every time you shop, we will receive a small donation to say 

“thank you”. It‟s completely free to you, and we‟re aiming to raise as 

much as possible, so please consider signing up and helping us.  

 

To date, easyfundraising has delivered over £25m for thousands of  

community groups, schools, sports clubs and small charities just like ours. 

To learn more, go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk. 
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Summer Showstoppers 

Friday 3rd May, 7:30pm, £8 

A fantastic opportunity to come and 

listen to the extremely talented Andrea 

Ryder (Soprano) and Mark Cunningham 

(Tenor) as they present an evening of 

popular West End Musical hits and   

famous arias from the world of Opera.  

The Dancedaze Show 

Saturday 4th May, 2pm & 7pm, £6 

Dancedaze, who performed at the    

festival last year, will return with a brand 

new show. There will be a matinee at 

2pm, and an evening show at 7pm. A  

bar will be serving alcoholic, soft drinks, 

plus tea and coffee before the show & 

during the interval. 

Krystalite Burlesque Body Confidence 

Sunday 5th May, 2:30pm, £10 

Come along and join Krystal Rouge & 

The Krystalites in our popular Burlesque 

& Body Confidence Workshops which 

offer a taster into what is involved in 

their weekly classes in Dronfield. 

Ladies 18+ only.  

What’s On Across The Festival: 

Duo Azure 

Sunday 5th May, 7:30pm, £8 

Rebecca McIlroy (harp) and Rebecca 

Howell (violin) from The Royal      

Northern College of Music, will give a 

beautiful recital of classical music in the 

Barn‟s gallery. Two 45 minute          

performances with a break for           

refreshments in between.  

„An Evening of Burlesque‟ 

Sunday 5th May, 7:30pm, £10 

Think Moulin Rouge and put on your 

feather boas as Krystalite Productions 

brings you an Evening of Burlesque.  

Expect fabulously entertaining and    

exciting variety acts from national and           

international performers. 18+ only. 

Following a hugely successful debut event 

in 2018, we‟re delighted to be working 

with FWD Motion to bring you the      

second ever Dronfield Arts Festival later 

this year. 

The festival brings intriguing and spectacular arts 

experiences to Derbyshire. With over 60 

events offering a fantastic mix of some of the 

best regional and national arts including: music, 

drama, poetry, visual art, dance, crafts, food, 

talks, literature and much more; the festival is 

designed to appeal to all ages and tastes; to local 

residents and to visitors to our vibrant town. 

Featuring national performers, local celebrities, 

professionals, well-established names, as well as 

those starting out in their careers, you are sure 

to find something that appeals to you across the 

four days. The festival is a unique celebration of 

the arts utilising some of Dronfield‟s best places 

and spaces delivered in partnership with several 

venues in the town. 

As well as popular favourites from last year, 

there‟s plenty that is new too. We‟re delighted 

to welcome Krystalite Productions to the    

festival for the first time. Learn the art of tease 

at their body confidence workshops, or join us 

for „An Evening of Burlesque‟ as events begin to 

wind down on Sunday night.  

There‟s lots to enjoy for music lovers too - 

don‟t miss out on performances from the    

exceptionally talented Summer             

Showstoppers on Friday night and Duo    

Azure on Sunday evening.   

That‟s before we even get onto the myriad of 

different musical performances taking place in 

locations such as the Manor gardens and the 

Green Dragon pub. Solo artists Rachael  

Webster and Richie Elwood will be joined by 

groups such as female vocal harmony group Lah 

di Dah and The Phil Johnson band, performing 

all manner of genres from pop and punk to soul 

and jazz. Our 80s disco will also offer a great 

opportunity for you to get into the groove and 

provide the festival with a party atmosphere 

from start to finish. (continues on page 4) 
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Memories from 2018 There will also be a wide variety of dance performances 

taking place across the four days. The always energetic and 

entertaining Dancedaze are back to perform another 

high-energy show and they‟re complemented by groups 

including the Scottish Country Dancers, Chesterfield     

Garland Dancers and the Feet First Appalachian Dance 

Team. 

Younger visitors to the festival will be kept amused by 

Avago Circus and The Tent of Mystery – and be prepared 

to be wowed by street magician Ben Evans and hilarious 

stuntman Dangerous Steve!  

There‟s so much to see and do, ranging from amateur 

photography competitions, art exhibitions and activities 

and workshops, that it would be impossible to individually 

mention everything here. But rest assured, if it sounds 

hectic, there will be plenty of opportunity to enjoy a glass 

(or two) of your favourite tipple.  Don‟t miss out on wine, 

gin and vodka tasting experiences. Mr D‟Arcys Drink  

Emporium and Cloudwater Brew Co will be sure to keep 

you refreshed throughout the day. 

If any of this sounds appealing, be sure to keep an eye on 

our website www.dronfieldartsfestival.co.uk for full 

details of what‟s on. Admission to the festival is FREE –   

but certain events require tickets.   

The sun shone and the people of Dronfield came out in force to 

support last year‟s Arts Festival. 

In the build up to this year, we‟ve been taking a look back at some of the 

photos from 12 months ago. Let‟s hope we‟re treated to the same    

beautiful weather this time around. 

Do share any images you take across the festival with us on social media - 

we always love to see your photos. You can keep in touch with us 

through the following links: 

www.twitter.com/dronfieldarts 

www.twitter.com/dronfieldbarn 

www.facebook.com/dronfieldartsfestival 

www.facebook.com/dronfieldheritageproject 

Announcing ‘Ocean World’ 

We‟re delighted to be able to announce a new   

interactive light installation that will be one of the 

main attractions of this year‟s Dronfield Arts     

Festival – entitled “Ocean World”, by our Artist in 

Residence, John Sutcliffe. 

“Ocean World” is organised into three themes – Reef, 

Wave and Living Lanterns. Each will use cutting edge 

technology to create a fully immersive experience, which 

visitors of all ages will be invited to enter and                

explore. Over the weekend, Ocean World will develop and 

change – as new artwork created by the public is added. 

Last year‟s light show was one of the 

highlights of the festival, and, just as   

before, there will be plenty of           

opportunity for you to get involved with 

the project. Here is what‟s planned: 

Living Lanterns: The exhibition will 

begin with creation of lanterns based on 

an undersea theme, which will be made 

in schools and in workshops at the Barn. 

Following the parade along High Street, 

the lanterns will be displayed on the  

entrance to The Peel Centre, and illumi-

nated using LED lighting. 

Workshops will be conducted on      

Saturday 13th April, Tuesday 16th April 

and Tuesday 23rd April. Here you will be 

able to make your own lantern for just 

£2 and then bring it along to join the 

parade. 

Reef: We‟ll be running workshops 

where children and adults are invited to 

draw and paint images of fish and corals 

and place them onto the Reef Wall. This 

will create a developing artwork where   

pieces are individually lit using state of 

the art projection mapping techniques to 

create a huge living artwork where    

colours and patterns move across the 

fish and corals – a dazzling animated   

scene. 

Come along and create your own sea 

creature for just £2. Workshops will be 

running across the Arts Festival weekend 

– no need to book, just drop in! 

Wave: Inspired by Japanese artwork, 

this part of the exhibition will be where 

interactive 3D cameras track your  

movements and represent them within 

the moving ocean waves, affecting the  

movement of water on the screens. 

Have a go when you come and join us 

for the „Reef‟workshop. 

The lantern parade will take place on 

Saturday night, with the lightshow     

running throughout the weekend.  

Ocean World is made possible by     

Hanging Boots Creative, Bracken 

Media and Hillside AVL. 

Learn more by going to: 

www.johnsutcliffeart.wordpress.com 
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Calling all photographers - it‟s that time of year again! 

Entries for our annual photography competition are 

now open.  

Last year‟s competition was the best yet, and we received 

some stunning entries. Marie Rollitt‟s photo, “Glaring Gannet” 

was declared the winner of the Seabirds category and was also 

chosen by our judges as the overall  winner. It was even     

featured on the front cover of local publication, Dronfield Eye.  

We‟re looking forward to seeing your images for this year‟s 

categories, which we‟re delighted to announce are Clouds,   

British Wildflowers in Spring, and The Natural History 

of UK Churchyards. Our thanks must go to Harrison   

Cameras of Sheffield, whose loyal support of the competition 

for another year means we‟re able to provide vouchers for 

camera equipment for each category winner as well as the 

overall winning entry. The deadline for entries is 5pm on   

Friday 31st May.  

To submit your entry, you can either send an envelope     

addressed for Maria Smith of the Dronfield Heritage Trust, or 

download an entry form from our website and send them 

digitally to dronfieldheritagetrust@outlook.com 

Changes to the Gallery 
Make sure you take a look upstairs on your next visit to 

the Barn, as we‟ve recently made some changes to the 

gallery.  

The first change you‟ll notice is that we‟ve had our voids at the 

sides of the gallery filled with two new glass structures, which 

have been installed by our contractor, Diverso.  

A comment we‟ve frequently received is that the voids have    

previously made the gallery feel quite crowded when we‟ve had 

events or weddings on - so we hope you will notice the difference 

this change makes. This work has been made possible due to  

funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Exhibition archive 

The other thing that is new upstairs, is the recently installed    

interactive screen. If you‟ve ever missed any of our exhibitions, 

this is where you‟ll be able to take a look back at our work. You‟ll 

be able to see all the interactive videos we produced for our 

WW1 and Take a Walk Down High Street exhibitions. 

Lastly, we‟re delighted to be able to confirm our theme for the 

next big exhibition that we‟ll feature in the gallery for the start of 

2020. Our research team has begun work for “Take a Walk 

Along Dronfield Bottom” - so, if you‟re interested in getting 

involved, or feel there‟s something we should feature, do let us 

know. 

The community response to the WW1 exhibition was fantastic, 

with lots of people coming forward with fascinating artefacts and 

photos, which really helped bring the exhibition to life. We‟d like 

to extend our thanks to all those who donated these precious 

items. We hope to have a similar response for our future       

exhibitions.  
Contact dronfieldheritagetrust@outlook.com if you wish to get  

involved. 

2019 Dronfield Wildlife & Natural History Group Photography Competition 

Above: New glass structures improve space in the gallery 

Below: Look back at previous exhibitions on the new screen 
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Gardens Update 

It has been another busy start to the year for our  

gardens team, as looking around you‟ll start to see a 

few changes being made. 

The most obvious one is to the Heritage Gardens in the   

courtyard. Up to now, the path to this has been covered in 

gravel, but we‟ve recently been working to improve access 

for wheelchair users. Our grateful thanks must go to       

Margaret Wightman for her donation of bricks which has 

allowed this work to take place. Thankfully, so far this year, 

we‟ve not had any repeat of the snow we saw from the Beast 

of the East in 2018 - and the snowdrops and crocuses have 

been adding some welcome colour to the gardens. We‟ve 

also had a friendly robin overseeing the operations. 

Another area of possible development is the woodland walk, 

which up to now has been our composting area. We‟ve        

discovered some steps which we believe once lead to tiered 

gardens when the land was owned by Jowett‟s. The steps 

have been cleared of brambles, and our vision is that this will 

soon become another part of our gardens that you will be 

able to visit, although there will be considerable work needed 

before then over many months.  

Fundraising remains an important part of what we do as we 

continue to keep the gardens an area for all to enjoy, but we 

need your help. We‟ve got two events coming up in the next 

few weeks, and the proceeds will go directly back to the  

gardens to help fund various projects.  

The first of these is a plant & bulb sale on Sunday 24th 

March (10am-3pm).  We‟ll have a good range of plants and 

bulbs for sale, all of which are sure to add some colour to 

your own garden this spring, including: 

 Potted bulbs - narcissi, tulips, Muscari, crocus, iris, 

fritillary & hyacinth 

 Bedding plants - polyanthus & baskets planted with 

spring flowers 

 Perennials - including Monarda Croftway Pink,       

Geranium Brookside, Salvia Nemorsa East Friesland, 

Potentilla Thurberi Monarchs Velvet & many more! 

 Special snowdrops  

 

We‟ll also be holding the first for 2019 Artisan and            

Producers‟ Market on Sunday 14th April (10am-3pm, free 

admission). These ever popular markets are now arranged by 

some of the garden volunteers, and champion the very best in 

local produce and handmade products. Featuring stallholders 

for preserves, stained glass, eggs, jewellery, bread,  

photography, cheese, metal work, coffee, fine art and more. 

As ever, we‟re always looking out for new people to join our 

friendly team. If you‟re interested, why not speak to one of 

our team when we‟re working on a Tuesday morning, and 

we‟d be more than happy to give you further details? 

Dates for your Diary!  
Gardens Plant and Bulb Sale 

Sunday 24th March        

10am-3pm 

Free admission 

Artisan and Producers’ Market 

Sunday 14th April         

10am-3pm 

Free admission 

The new path to the Heritage Gardens under          

construction, while a robin has been keeping a close 

eye on our gardeners. Someone has to be in charge! 

What a difference a year makes! At the end of   

February last year we were seeing the effects of 

„The Beast from the East‟. 12 months later it was     

t-shirt and shorts weather. 

The crocuses and snowdrops have been providing 

some much welcome colour to the gardens - what‟s 

your favourite spring flower? 
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As noted in our gardens update, the crocus bulbs have been 

a recent highlight for visitors and volunteers alike. They 

looked beautiful in the unseasonably warm February sun. 

We were pleased to welcome North East Derbyshire MP, 

Lee Rowley, back as he called in to take a look at our 

“Dronfield‟s Untold Stories” WW1 exhibition.  

Our thanks must also go to the Pentrich and South Wingfield 

Revolution Group, whose exhibition of artwork produced 

for the bicentenary of the Pentrich Revolution made for a 

spectacular sight in the gallery. Keep up with all the photos 

we post on social media by visiting: 

www.facebook.com/dronfieldhallbarn 

www.twitter.com/dronfieldbarn 

 

  

Photos of the Season 

Dronfield Hall Barn HLF Report News 

As part of as our Heritage Lottery Funding coming 

to an end, we‟ve had to produce an evaluation     

report - covering all aspects of the project from the 

build work to our events and activities. As part of 

this, we have compiled visitors surveys. 

We‟re delighted to report that 99% of visitors would 

“definitely” or “probably” recommend the Barn to their 

family and friends, and the same per cent said they would 

also visit again. The friendliness of our stewards and       

volunteers has also been commended, with 95% of people 

rating them as “good” or “very good”, with a similar     

number of people also rating their overall enjoyment of the 

Barn as good or very good.  

Our programme of events and activities was also rated  

highly by participants - with 100% saying that the interest of 

the event and their overall enjoyment was very good or 

good, with the vast majority saying that they would        

definitely recommend our events to friends and family.  

94% of participants also said that they would definitely or 

probably book on to another event in the future.  

It‟s all thanks to our hard working team that visitor        

experience has rated so highly, and we‟d like to express  

our gratitude to everyone who has readily given their time 

to us over the last few years. We look forward to         

continuing to work with you in future!  
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Team Viking 
Thursday 9th May, 7:30pm 

£8 Under-16s, £12.50 Adults 

Dronfield Hall Barn 

Tangram Theatre Company joins us for a performance of Team Viking.  

Five years ago, James‟s best friend Tom was diagnosed with heart cancer and told he 

had three months to live. Tom‟s last wish was to be given a full Viking burial by his 

two best mates, Sarah and James. This is the remarkable, hilarious and heart-lifting 

story of how James and Sarah actually gave their best mate the send-off he       

wanted… and all the trouble they got into when they did.  

„As accomplished storytelling as you could hope to see. To call it a comedy about 

friendship, mourning and terminal illness – which on one level it is – would in no 

way convey what a joyous thing it is.‟ - The Stage 

Go to www.dronfieldhallbarn.org/events to find more details.  

Artisan and Producers’ Market 
Sunday 14th April, 10am-3pm 

FREE ADMISSION 
Featuring stallholders for eggs, jewellery, 

preserves, photography, coffee, greetings 

cards, and much more. 

Bridal Open Weekend 
Sunday 7th April, 10am-4pm 

FREE ADMISSION 
Come and look and see the Barn, meet our 

friendly team and also meet local wedding 

suppliers at our wedding fair.  

 

Designed by James Singleton on behalf of DHB 

Easter Crafts and Trail 
Friday 19th April 10am-2pm 

£2 per child 
Join our volunteers for the Easter themed 

craft activities and take part in an egg hunt 

in the gardens. More details TBC. 

www.jhswebdesign.co.uk 

Coming up at the Barn… 

Two exciting Live & Local performances 

 
LEVIATHAN 
Saturday 6th April, 7:30pm 
£8 Under-16s, £12.50 Adults 
The Peel Centre 
We‟re delighted to welcome 

the award winning James    

Wilton Dance to Dronfield, 

as they perform their hit show, 

LEVIATHAN. 

The story follows Ahab, a ship 

captain hell-bent on capturing 

the white whale, Moby Dick, a 

beast as vast and as dangerous 

as the sea itself, yet serene and 

beautiful beyond all imagining. 

Ahab‟s crew are drawn into the     

unhinged charisma of this   

madman, blindly following him 

on his perilous adventure   

towards almost certain       

destruction, all dreaming to 

rule the world, to be the    

master of their destinies, to be 

more powerful than God. 

LEVIATHAN is the epic         

re-imagining of Herman      

Melville‟s seminal novel, Moby 

Dick, by multi-award winning 

choreographer James Wilton. 

Featuring a cast of six         

world-class dancers, Wilton‟s      

trademark blend of athletic 

dance, martial arts, capoeira 

and edge of the seat          

partner-work, will leave       

audiences gasping for air under 

the sheer ferocity of          

overwhelmingly powerful 

movement, all accompanied by 

Wilton‟s signature electro-rock 

soundtrack. 

Don‟t miss out on getting your 

tickets via our website or café. 

for what is sure to be a  

spectacular performance. 


