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Issue 5 

Taking the Past into the Future 

NEWS FROM THE BARN 

A Message From Dronfield Heritage Trust Chairman, Alan Powell: 

Arts Fest Delights Again 
It should be of no surprise to readers of this 

newsletter to discover that this edition will  

mostly be looking back at another highly        

successful Dronfield Arts Festival.  

In just the short time we’ve been running it, the 
four day festival has become a huge part of our 
year. The planning that goes into making          
everything possible is an unenviable task, but our 
hard working team, together with our partners at 
FWDMotion, have once again pulled it off. While 
we might not have enjoyed the same glorious 
weather as a year ago – something that was   
always going to be unlikely – it was fantastic to 
still see so many of you turn out and support  
everything that was happening. 

There was so much to see and do every day – 
from live music, dance and theatre performances 
across multiple different venues in town, to loads 
of different workshops and activities for all ages. 
A particular highlight for many was John          
Sutcliffe’s wonderful lantern parade and light 
show, the latter located in The Peel Centre. The 
building was transformed into a magical undersea 
world, and was something that will live long in 
the memories of all who saw it. 

Our list of thanks is exhaustive – so many people 
came together to allow the festival to happen 

and run smoothly. Firstly, we must thank all our    
volunteers who once again gave up their time to 
assist in ticket sales, stewarding, setting up and 
packing away and much more. As we always say, 
volunteers continue to be the lifeblood of        
everything we do at the Barn; and at an event as 
big as this we’re always blown away by the 
amount of people willing to help in any way they 
can. 

And we need to thank all our performers and 
stallholders too. We had such a diverse range of 
people, all friendly and enthusiastic about what 
they were doing. We’ve had a lot of positive  
comments on social media, and it’s all thanks to 
you! We’re keen to hear your feedback on what 
you enjoyed and what we could do differently, so 
please get in touch. 

Following a well-deserved break for some of the 
team, the focus will be turning to our third       
Medieval Festival due in September. In recent 
years, this has been another of our highlights of 
our schedule, and we’re looking forward to     
confirming our plans for this year’s edition in the 
weeks ahead. Stay tuned to our website and   
social media feeds to hear the latest news.  

But for now, we hope you have a very    

enjoyable summer and look forward to  

seeing you at the Barn again soon. 
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‘From the Archive’ 
As part of a regular feature, in each     

newsletter we are bringing you some of 

the most fascinating images from our 

archive. If you have an interesting story 

about what we feature, get in touch. 

We’d love to hear from you. While some 

areas of Dronfield have changed massively over 

the years, other places - such as Dronfield  

Bottom (or Chesterfield Road, as it is        

otherwise known) have hardly changed at all.  

Top: Joseph Fisher's butchers shop is on the 

left. Joseph was a member of the Fisher family 

who had several butchers shops around   

Dronfield. A horse and cart can also be seen in 

shot. Bottom: The building which is currently 

the Post Office is easily identifiable, and two  

Dronfield Grammar School boys in traditional 

uniform are seen in the foreground. Start your 

own research by going to: dht.mediafiler.net. 

A warm welcome to 
the Dronfield Hall Barn 

Newsletter. 

With this fifth issue, 
we’ve now been      
publishing these   

newsletters for a full 
year. Thank you for all 
the kind comments—
putting this together 

isn’t the work of a   
moment, so we        

appreciate you taking 
the time to read them! 

 
Remember to follow us 

on social media on: 
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2019 Dronfield Arts Festival Report 

In just its second year, the Dronfield Arts Festival has    

already become one of our biggest events – with this year’s 

edition featuring a diverse combination of live music      

performances, arts exhibitions, children’s entertainment, 

burlesque and much more. 

One thing that we were unable to match from last year was the 

weather. While in 2018 we were treated to four glorious days of 

unbroken sunshine, this year‟s festival featured the weather we‟re 

more accustomed to in this country – cool with intermittent     

drizzle.  

That didn‟t dampen the enthusiasm though, as large crowds turned 

out to see our eclectic mix of performers and stallholders.  

Just one of the highlights was the Ocean World exhibition and   

lantern parade on Saturday night. Over 1000 people of all ages 

joined us to walk up Dronfield‟s High Street, with lanterns that had 

been made with the help of our volunteers in previous weeks.  The 

spectacular Order of Anarchy then treated onlookers to a fire 

show in front of the Barn‟s courtyard room. 

Meanwhile, visitors to the Peel Centre could travel to ocean world 

when the Edward Lucas Hall was transformed into a magical,  

moving light show. We‟re grateful to the Barn‟s Artist in Residence, 

John Sutcliffe, for all his hard work both in the build-up to and 

across the weekend.  

Over 30 artists came together for the very first Dronfield Open 

Arts exhibition in the Barn‟s gallery, which saw more than 10 pieces 

of work sold over the weekend. Plus Derbyshire Arts Co-operative 

made sure there was plenty to see in the courtyard room, with 

their latest exhibition. 

Dronfield was location to an incredible array of musical             

performances, from as diverse as the Dronfield Genquip Band in the 

Parish Church to the Julian Jones Band, Rachel Raynor, Phil Johnson 

and Ritchie Elwood at the festival sponsor, Green Dragon pub. A 

concert from soprano and tenor duo, Summer Showstoppers, and a 

beautiful classic recital from Duo Azure were also performed in 

front of appreciative audiences. 

Another highlight was „An Evening of Burlesque‟ – which was one of 

the new attractions of the festival this year.  

Continues next page... 

Amateur Photography Competition Winners 

Photo credit: Artisan Copper 

1st place: Michael Hardy 

3rd place: Michael Hardy 

2nd place: Angela Harpham 

What a Weekend! 
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National and international performers came to Dronfield for a 

raucous performance in the Civic Hall on Sunday night – which 

even saw Dronfield‟s outgoing mayor caught up in the action! 

Thank you to Krystalite Productions for their fabulously       

entertaining show that will no doubt become part of the town‟s 

folklore. 

There was so much to see, and something for all ages. From 

stuntman Dangerous Steve, magician Ben Evans and Avago  

Circus which kept younger visitors to the festival entertained   

throughout. We‟re indebted to our incredible range of         

performers and stallholders for making it such a busy and     

enjoyable weekend.  

Congratulations must go to the three winners from the amateur 

photography competition that was running during the festival. 

Michael Hardy‟s spectacular shots of the “Duchess of          

Sutherland” steaming through Eckington, and Chesterfield‟s big 

wheel at night, placed first and third respectively, while Angela 

Harpham‟s dramatic landscape scene at Ladybower came in     

second. The competition was judged by Mike Firth, from the 

Dronfield Eye – another of the festival‟s sponsors. 

As always, we‟d like to pay tribute to our fantastic volunteers 

for making sure everything ran smoothly. Without your support, 

we simply wouldn‟t be able to hold these big events.  

Whether you were a visitor, volunteer or performer, we hope 

everyone enjoyed it as much as we did. By the time you read 

this, we‟ll already have started planning for next year‟s festival. 

But before then, did you take photos across the weekend? If so, 

why not share them with us? We‟d love to see them!  

‘Dangerous Steve’ delighted audiences in the 

Barn’s gardens 

John Sutcliffe’s ‘Ocean World’ exhibition was a       

centrepiece of the festival 

See more images by going to 

www.dronfieldartsfestival.co.uk 

Stop Press! 

We’re delighted to be able to announce the date for next year’s festival: 1st-4th May 2020. Is there 

something you’d like to see there? Why not drop us a line at admin@dronfieldartsfestival.co.uk 



We are delighted to be able to confirm one of our long time volunteers, 

Joyce Emmens, has recently joined Dronfield Heritage Trust’s board of 

trustees.  

Joyce has been involved with the project before the Barn even opened, and has  

continued to play an active role ever since. Whether it‟s helping run our children‟s 

craft activities, stewarding during an event, or even helping out in the gardens, Joyce 

is a highly popular and hard working member of our team. Her official role is as 

trustee for volunteering activities. 

“Joyce has played a vital role in helping make the Barn what it is today”, said Alan 

Powell, Dronfield Heritage Trust‟s chairman. “As a long time volunteer, we feel this 

role is very well deserved, and we‟re looking forward to continuing to rely on her 

valuable contribution and enthusiasm in the future.” 
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Gardeners Win Prestigious Award 
Dronfield Heritage Trust would like to congratulate our team of garden 

volunteers for receiving a prestigious John Robert Clough Award at 

Dronfield Civic Society’s AGM recently. 

The awards, which are named after a former chairman of the Society, recognise 

those who make a significant contribution to improving aspects of the town. First 

introduced in 2012, the Barn received a special award in 2017 for its “exceptional 

contribution to Dronfield‟s heritage”. This year, the gardens team were nominated 

and awarded for “year round dedication”. 

Maureen Taylor, trustee for the gardens at the Barn, and several of the volunteers 

were there to receive the award. Maureen said “It‟s fantastic to have been  

recognised for the truly remarkable work our team have put in. When we opened 

in 2016, the gardens were just an unkempt mud bath, and the transformation you 

see today wouldn‟t have been possible without our volunteers.” 

“We‟d also like to acknowledge the invaluable contribution our former gardens 

manager, Alex Styan, made to the project in previous years, and thank local      

residents for always answering our call whenever we‟ve needed equipment or   

material to develop different areas of the gardens. We‟ve still got much more 

planned for the future – stay tuned over the coming weeks and months!” 

A big thank you must also go to our friends at the Civic Society for their very  

generous donation of £500, which has allowed us to install a brand new sign at the 

front of the Barn on the High Street. The old signs were getting somewhat       

dilapidated with age, and the new sign is a much needed improvement to the street 

scene. 

To find out more about the Dronfield Civic Society, and to read more about the 

John Robert Clough Awards, please head to their recently revamped                              

website: www.dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk 

About Dronfield Civic Society 

Previous Achievements: 

Civic Voice Awards 2017 - Shortlisted 

in Historic Buildings Category 

John Robert Clough Award 2017 -    

Special Award for 'Exceptional         

Contribution to Dronfield's heritage' 

Derbyshire Heritage Awards 2016 - 

Highly Commended, Best Volunteer  

Project 

Wedding Closures 
Please be aware that we‟re now into 

weddings season, meaning that the 

Barn, grounds and gardens will be 

closed on certain days at weekends, 

including:  

Saturday 22nd June  

Saturday 6th July 

Saturday 13th July  

Saturday 20th July 

Saturday 27th July 

Saturday 3rd August 

Become a Friend of Dronfield Hall Barn 

Don’t forget that you can become a 

Friend of Dronfield Hall Barn for 

just £12. Ask one of our stewards, 

or in the café for more information! 

Benefits of becoming a Friend include:  

 Supporting the sustainability of this 

project 

 A new-style card to allow you to 

access various discounts. 

 Discount on our programme of 

events by up to 50%. 

 10% discount on refreshments in the 

coffee shop 

 Membership of all our partner    

societies - The Old Dronfield     

Society, Dronfield Wildlife and   

Natural History Group, Arts@S18,  

Dronfield Botanical Illustration 

Group, Walks at the Barn including 

Dronfield Rotary Walk. 

Dronfield Civic Society play an active 

part in improving the town for both  

residents and visitors alike. They have    

recently celebrated their 30th           

anniversary, and are always on the look 

out for new people to join them. If 

you‟re interested in becoming a member, 

or joining their committee, contact:                                         

enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk 

http://www.dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk/
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Seasonal Gardens Update 

Spring is typically one of the most 

colourful seasons in our gardens, 

and this year has been no exception.  

If you have visited in recent weeks, you‟ll 

have been able to enjoy the wonderful 

sight of the Forget-Me-Nots, Bluebells 

and Daffodils in full bloom. Our gardeners 

have been as hard at work as ever,    

making sure the gardens look their best 

just in time for the start of a busy      

weddings season – and there are        

numerous areas where you‟ll continue to 

see development over the coming weeks 

and months.  

We‟ve now completed our new path to 

the Heritage Gardens in the courtyard. 

Thank you again to Margaret Wightman 

for your donations of bricks which have 

allowed us to complete this project. It has 

greatly improved access to that particular 

area of the gardens for disabled visitors.  

On the subject of donations, we were 

also delighted to welcome the Drone 

Roses WI to the Barn recently. The 

group has made a donation of £500 to 

the gardens in memory of their late  

treasurer, Gill Middleton. Members of the 

group were joined by Gill‟s husband and 

son as they presented the cheque – the 

funds will be used to plant roses that will 

become a wonderful feature of the     

gardens, which we hope will be a fitting 

tribute to a lady who is sadly missed by 

many. 

Our other news, as you‟ll likely have   

already seen elsewhere in this newsletter, 

is that we were nominated for and then 

received a John Robert Clough Award 

from the Dronfield Civic Society. Several 

of our team went along to the AGM 

where we received the award. We were 

all pleasantly surprised to be recognised 

for such an award – it certainly makes all 

the hours work, in all weathers,       

worthwhile.  

So, thanks to everyone who takes the 

time to complement our work or talk to 

us when we‟re here on a Tuesday.       

Remember that you can always join the 

team, no matter what your experience 

with gardening. If you‟re interested, why 

not speak to one of our volunteers or  

just come along on a Tuesday morning.  

There is certainly no end of projects to 

get involved with, such as planting to    

ensure that the gardens remain bright and 

colourful all year round. We‟re also     

encouraging wildlife by installing owl and 

hedgehog boxes. 

Fundraising for the gardens remains an 

important part of what we do – through 

events such as our Artisan and Producers‟ 

Markets. These events continue to get 

bigger and better each time, and are now 

organised by some of our team, so be 

sure to keep an eye out for the next one. 

We occasionally get asked what the funds 

we raise are actually used on. Well, we‟ve      

recently purchased a brand new 

lawnmower – so, if you‟ve thought the 

lawn stripes have looked neater than  

usual, that‟s the reason why!  

Just a few of the highlights from 

this spring 

Top: Drone Roses WI and our      

gardens team. Middle: Gill Middleton‟s 

husband and son were present to see 

the cheque handed over. Bottom: the 

team with our recently purchased 

mower! 



Photos of the Season: 

We are delighted to announce that we have received a small 

grant from the National Lottery Heritage Fund to develop our 

corporate offer at the Barn.  

Now the Barn is working towards self-sustainability we have to develop a 

broad offer that will help us generate income to keep the Barn open in 

the future and run our community events.  

You may have noticed we have recently carried out capital works to      

improve the space in the gallery which now enables us to use it for        

corporate bookings. We can offer a space in a beautiful historic building 

but with all the modern facilities required.  

We hope to be able to attract local companies who could use the space 

for meetings, team away-day and training - all in the local area. Some may 

even want to support the Trust by volunteering with us to help meet 

their corporate social responsibilities.  

Would your company like to hire the Barn space? Contact our          

hospitality manager Pauline Hindle on paulinehindle@outlook.com or 

call 0797 1928 459 

Business at the Barn 

Medieval Festival 2019: Coming Soon! 

As we finish this look back at the Arts Festival, here‟s just a final few images from the weekend.  

The very first Dronfield Open Arts exhibition meant the gallery was packed full of fascinating artwork, including paintings, 

sculptures and photography. Several pieces of work were sold over the weekend,  

so congratulations to the artists involved. 

Meanwhile, John Sutcliffe‟s lantern parade was one of the highlights of the whole weekend. A big thank you to everyone who 

braved the less than perfect weather to support us.  We hope to see you all again same time next year! 

If you enjoyed the Arts Festival, make sure you attend our Medieval Festival on Saturday 14th-Sunday 15th September. 

This will be the third year that we‟ve held this event, and it‟s always one of the highlights of our year. Stay tuned to hear full 

details of what will be on across the weekend, but expect usual favourites such as Knights in Battle, Hawks of Steele and 

much more. Free admission. 
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