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Issue 7 

Taking the Past into the Future 

NEWS FROM THE BARN 

A Message From Dronfield Heritage Trust Chairman, Alan Powell: 

Plenty to look forward to in 2020! 

A warm welcome to the first Barn newsletter of 

a new decade! It only feels like five minutes’ ago 

that we were looking forward to a busy 2019, 

and here we are already into a brand new year.  

There’s been plenty happening just recently – 

such as the fantastic work in the gardens that you 

can read about further into this issue – but     

before we get too carried away, we’d also like to 

reflect on the successes of last year.  

You can read about some of our highlights, which 

featured our second Dronfield Arts Festival and 

third Medieval Festival, and see a selection of our 

favourite images on page two. As ever, a big 

thank you must go to everyone who made it  

possible – whether it was helping out at events, 

organising markets, or working in the garden. We 

simply couldn’t continue to do all this and more 

without our team of volunteers, and if you’re 

interested in doing something different this year, 

why not join us? Drop us a line if you’d like to get 

involved. 

On the subject of the Arts Festival, we’re already 

starting to look forward to this year’s event, 

which will coincide with the 75th anniversary of 

VE Day. There’s going to be such a lot happening 

in Dronfield over the space of three days, and 

you can get a flavour for what’s on by heading to  

pages six and seven. 

More immediately, our annual exhibition is now 

open to the public in the gallery. Following on 

from the success of our High Street exhibition a 

couple of years ago, this time our research group 

has been looking at the history of Dronfield   

Bottom. There’s some fascinating images from 

our archive, along with modern day shots    

showing how much (or, in some cases, how little) 

things have changed since 1895. It’s well worth a 

visit, and there’s plenty of time for you to see it – 

with it being open till Thursday 27th February – 

but please be aware that the exhibition will be 

closed at certain times due to private bookings. 

You can find details of closures on our website. 

There’s also plenty of other events and activities, 

including workshops and talks, taking place over 

the next few months, and don’t miss our first 

Artisan and Producers’ market of the year, which 

is coming up very soon on Sunday 1st March. 

We’ll soon be announcing our stallholders for 

this time.  

So, 2020 is already shaping up to be another very 

busy and exciting year for us, and we’re looking 

forward to sharing it with you! Make sure you 

keep up to date with everything that’s happening 

through the usual places, and if you’ve got a  

comment, question or any feedback you’d like to 

share, please get in touch.  

Happy New Year from everyone at the 

Dronfield Heritage Trust!  

In this issue: 

‘From the Archive’  

 

2019 ‘Best Bits’ 

 

A Look Ahead to 

Arts Festival  

 

Seasonal Gardens 

Update 

 

Dronfield Bottom 

Exhibition 

Photos of the    

Season 

 

Dronfield Heritage 

Trust becomes a  

Chesterfield  

Champion 

 

And more!  

2020 marks the third 
year of us publishing 

these quarterly     
newsletters, and we 
start this year with a 
jam-packed edition! 

There’s a review of 
2019, details of our 
eagerly anticipated 

Dronfield Arts Festival, 
plus so much more. 

 
We hope you enjoy 

reading it, and         
remember to follow us 

on social media on: 
 

Hold your wedding at  
Dronfield Hall Barn 

Interested in holding your wedding at  

Dronfield Hall Barn?  

Please note that dates are filling fast for 2021 and 2022 

weddings. But if you have a specific date in mind, contact 

us now to check availability and avoid disappointment. 

Remember we offer: 

 Exclusive use on ALL wedding packages. 

 No premium for Saturdays or high season. 

 Licensed to hold wedding ceremonies. 

 No corkage charge for wine 

For a personal viewing contact Pauline on 

07971928459 or email                                         

pauline@dronfieldhallbarn.org.uk  
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Dronfield Hall Barn’s 2019 Review & ‘Best Bits’ 

Photo credit: Artisan Copper 

2019 is in the history books, and as we 

start a brand new year, it seems like a 

good time to reflect on some of our 

achievements of the past 12 months. 

It would be impossible to mention everything 

in just a single page, but just one of the     

highlights had to be the second Dronfield 

Arts Festival in spring. This has already  

become our centrepiece event of the year, 

and is a fantastic celebration both of the town 

and our thriving arts community. Highlights 

from 2019 included John Sutcliffe’s fantastic 

‘Ocean World’ light projection in the Peel 

Centre. Plus that’s not forgetting that we 

brought burlesque to Dronfield too! A whole 

host of different live musical performances 

across town made for a wonderful few days. 

The Arts Festival is only made possible by our 

fantastic partners at FWD Motion, and all the 

different groups who come forward and   

support us. By the time you read this,      

preparations for 2020’s Festival will be well 

underway, and you can find more details   

further into this newsletter.  

Our other big event of the year was, once 

again, the Medieval Festival in September. 

It’s amazing to think that in 2019 this was our 

third time we’ve held this, which has become 

a popular favourite amongst both visitors and 

stallholders alike. Loyal supporters of the  

festival, including Knights in Battle and Hawks 

of Steele, made it a memorable weekend for 

all involved.  

During any review of the year, it would be 

difficult not to mention the terrific work of 

our brilliant and ever-dedicated team of    

garden volunteers. Just one of the big   

projects they completed was the new access 

path to the courtyard garden thanks to a  

generous donation of bricks. Whatever the 

season or weather, the gardeners are always 

there on a Tuesday making sure the gardens 

look in top condition for our busy            

programme of events and weddings. There’s 

been significant work undertaken in recent 

weeks as they seek to further improve     

different areas, and their efforts never go un-

noticed.  

Other highlights include the quarterly       

Artisan and Producers’ markets, which 

continue to go from strength-to-strength, and 

have increasing numbers of stallholders, all 

while being organised by volunteers. A year 

ago we thought these would be finishing - but 

thanks to your enthusiastic support, you can 

expect more in 2020. The same can be said 

for exhibitions too - it’s been great to have 

seen all the wonderful work from different 

groups this autumn and winter.  

Here’s to another busy and successful year 

in 2020!  

It’s amazing what you can achieve 

in 12 months! Garden work,       

festivals, exhibitions, craft          

activities, markets, events and 

workshops, and so much more. 

Thank you to all our volunteers, 

sponsors and members for making 

our 2019 a year to remember! 

To keep up to date with everything in 2020, remember to visit: www.dronfieldhallbarn.org 



3 

‘A Stroll Along Dronny Bottom in 1895’ - Our Newest Exhibition 

Thank You to Our Sponsors! 
We would like to thank the following businesses for 

their financial support in producing this exhibition: 

 Abode Retail  

 E & D Steele 

 Dronfield Post Office 

 Heron Publications 

 Soft Options Interiors 

 Dronfield Arms 

 iish Clothing Alterations 

 

A thank you must also go to our dedicated team of 

volunteers from the research group, who have been 

hard at work producing this exhibition in recent 

months. If you’ve got an interest in history and would 

like to be involved in future exhibitions, why not join 

the team?  Or, if you’ve got a suggestion for our 2021 

exhibition, we’d love to hear from you. Contact  

Maria at dronfieldheritagetrust@outlook.com to 

find out how you can get involved in future. 

  

We were delighted to officially open our annual exhibition in January.  

Following on from the success of the “Take a Walk Down High Street” exhibition 

from a couple of years ago, this time our research group decided to look at the 

history of Dronfield Bottom. Using the 1895 Bulmer's Trade Directory as a   

starting point, the displays cover the change in social conditions, industry and 

local trades.  

The exhibition was opened by Alan Powell during a preview for volunteers and 

sponsors, and will run till Thursday 27th February. Featuring fascinating images 

from our archive and an interactive display, make sure you don’t miss out on see-

ing it for yourself! Details of closures can be found on the website.  

Look out for the exhibition booklet: 

A special booklet has been produced to coincide with the exhibition, and gives more fascinating insight into the history of our 

town. You can find it in the gallery, and it is priced at £5. Booklets from our previous exhibitions are also available. 
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Become a Friend of Dronfield Hall Barn in 2020 

‘From the Archive’ 

If you’d like to continue supporting us this year, please remember to renew your membership by speaking to 

one of our stewards in the café, or by heading to our website. You can sign up for £12, and benefits include: 

 Supporting the sustainability of this project 

 A new-style card to allow you to access various discounts 

 Discount on our programme of events by up to 50% 

 10% discount on refreshments in the coffee shop 

 Membership of all our partner societies - The Old Dronfield Society, Dronfield Wildlife and Natural History Group, 

Arts@S18,  Dronfield Botanical Illustration Group, Walks at the Barn including Dronfield Rotary Walk 

DHT is a Chesterfield Champion! 

As part of a regular feature, in each newsletter we are bringing 

you some of the most fascinating images from our archive. If you 

have an interesting story about what we feature, get in touch. 

We’d love to hear from you.  

As you may have seen, if you’ve visited our new exhibition by now, our 

archive has many fascinating images which give a snapshot of how life in 

Dronfield used to be. It’s interesting to see how much (and in some cases, 

how little) things have really changed over the years.  

Top right: an original postcard c.1930 of the shops opposite the Grammar 

School (Henry Fanshawe) including a General Stores for household goods 

(Lievesley) and, on the far right a newsagents (still a newsagents in 2019). Also 

showing 1920s and 30s vehicles, the cottages at the end of Callywhite Lane, now 

demolished, Evans Green Grocers (now the Post Office), the old telephone box 

and cottages which became the NatWest Bank (now closed).  

Bottom right: Black and white photograph taken late 19th early 20th century, 

of the junction of Chesterfield Road with Green Lane, with the gas lamp in the 

middle of the road. Joseph Fisher's butchers shop is on the left. Joseph was a 

member of the Fisher family who had several butchers shops around Dronfield. 

Tylers Boot shop and a general store now E and D Steel (formerly Lievesley's  

grocer and newsagent) can be seen. Note the horse and cart far left, the    

boundary wall of Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School on the right and the Princess 

Buildings in the centre distance.  

Our research group will soon beginning their work for another exhibition 

in January 2021. Is there an area or aspect of the town that you think we 

should focus on, or can perhaps help us with? If so, then be sure to  

get in touch.  

A reminder that all images featured in our 

Dronny Bottom exhibition, and many others, 

can be viewed on our archive, which now has 

more than 4,000 photos uploaded to it. Start 

your own research by heading to 

dht.mediafiler.net 

Dronfield Heritage Trust is to be 

featured as a Chesterfield 

‘Champion of the Week’, along 

with the Barn’s activities and      

interpretations manager, Maria 

Smith. The scheme, which is run by 

Destination Chesterfield, showcases 

some of the best local organisations 

which support the development of 

the economy.  Since its introduction 

in 2011, over 180 different             

organisations have become       

Chesterfield Champions, and      

received the benefits the scheme 

provide, including invitation to    

senior networking events, media 

opportunities and a profile on the 

Chesterfield business directory. 

Other Chesterfield Champions   

include our Arts Festival partners at 

FWD Motion, and Heron Publication 

title, Twist. “We’re very proud to be 

recognised as a Chesterfield     

Champion. Our inclusion to this 

scheme is just another reflection of 

the fantastic work all of volunteers 

contribute towards the project,” 

said Maria. 
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Seasonal Gardens Update 

Top images: drainage work in progress. Above images: 

removal of diseased tree, and new bedding area. 

If you’ve visited the Barn          

recently, you won’t have failed to 

notice that our team of gardeners 

has been as busy as ever - despite 

the often less than favourable 

winter weather conditions!  

An area we’ve been keen to address 

for some time is a problem with  

drainage on a section of the lawn. 

We’ve noticed that increased footfall 

during events and weddings often 

means that this area turns into    

something of a quagmire. During this 

winter season, the decision was taken 

to rectify this issue before peak     

wedding season began again. If you 

visited prior to Christmas, you’ll have 

seen some of volunteers beginning to 

dig trenches in preparation for this 

work. A few weeks later, we hired a 

digger to help with the heavier ground 

work to allow installation of new pipes 

- so, if you passed through and      

wondered why it looked like we were 

wrecking our garden, now you know.  

Sadly, we didn’t find any buried    

treasure or interesting medieval     

artefacts! 

Thank you to a few of our volunteers - 

David and Mick in particular - for   

taking the lead on this project over the 

space of several days. Once          

completed, this work will mean the 

grass quality will be improved and  

prevent the need for potentially     

expensive re-turfing in future. 

We’ve also taken this opportunity to 

install some extra CCTV towards the 

top of the garden to improve security, 

and added extra water and electricity 

cabling to ensure the garden is more 

‘user friendly’ – both during events and 

weekly maintenance.  

Looking around, you’ll notice other 

changes - we’ve recently removed a 

diseased ash tree that was overhanging 

Sainsbury’s car park. Several conifers 

have also been removed from the 

horseshoe garden. As a result, this 

area now receives much more sunlight 

than it did previously, and can be   

developed much more through the 

rest of the year.  

Additionally, we’ve added a new    

bedding area near the top gate, which 

will make for an eye-catching display 

later in the year for visitors entering 

the gardens. 

We’re nearly approaching the time 

when the snowdrops and crocuses will 

be at their best, and they’ll add some 

wonderful welcome colour, following 

the winter months. Be sure to keep an 

eye out for the roses we planted last 

year after a donation from the Drone 

Roses WI as well, which you’ll start to 

notice as we head into spring. 

Once the big jobs are out of the way, 

we’ll be able to turn our attention to 

some of the ‘nicer’ jobs - we’ve got 

plenty in the pipeline for later this 

year, which you’ll be able to hear 

about in due course.  

We’re also already looking forward to 

the first Artisan and Producers’ 

market of the year, which is coming up 

on Sunday 1st March. These markets 

just continue to get bigger and better 

every time, and always raise a         

significant amount of money which 

goes back to the continued            

development of the gardens. So make 

sure you come along and support the 

stallholders - more details to be     

confirmed soon!  

Finally, if you fancy doing something 

different this year, why not consider 

volunteering and becoming one of our 

gardeners? If you’re interested, be sure 

to speak to one of our team. No   

gardening experience necessary!  
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It will soon be time to start looking ahead to 

what our third Dronfield Art Festival has in 

store!  

 

2020 is an exciting year for Dronfield Arts Festival as 

we are celebrating the 75th anniversary of Victory in 

Europe Day (VE Day). Celebrations will include many            

performances, activities and workshops with a 1940s 

theme. 

 

We hope you will join us over the May bank holiday 

weekend to celebrate this historic event in the heart of 

Dronfield. 

Parties and Celebrations 

Over the weekend there will be 1940s themed parties 
throughout Dronfield celebrating VE Day, as well as a 
whole host of family activities and workshops. This is a 
unique opportunity to gather everyone together to   
celebrate and bring the past to life and is a great way 
for the younger generation to connect with history.  

Friday 8th May 2020 

2:55 p.m. The Last Post 

This military bugle call will be played at the same time 

at events worldwide, in tribute to the many soldiers 

who gave their lives and have gone to their final rest. 

3:00 p.m. The Piping of Battle’s O’er and VE Day 75 

Listen to this haunting and traditional tune performed 

on bagpipes and specially composed for this event. The 

pipers remind us that it was at 3pm on 8th May 1945 

that Winston Churchill announced that the war in   

Europe was over. At the same time as our piper is  

performing in Dronfield, thousands of other pipers will 

play at locations throughout the UK, Channel Islands, 

the Isle of Man, Australia, Canada, The USA, Germany, 

South Africa, Belgium, Holland, France, Spain and    

Denmark. 

3:00 p.m. The Nation’s Toast to the Heroes of  

World War 2 

To coincide with the playing of Battle’s O’er, and in 

association with the British Beer and Pub Association, 

we ask you to take a moment and join thousands of 

pubs throughout the United Kingdom, Channel Islands 

and the Isle of Man; who will be asking customers to 

raise a glass, in remembrance of the sacrifice made by 

all the soldiers who fought and died in WWII. 

Continues next page... 

Don’t miss... 

‘An Evening of Celebration &   

Variety’ 

Saturday 9th May, Civic Hall 

Kiss Me Goodnight  

Sweetheart 5:00pm-6:30pm 

Jayne Darling 7:30pm-9:30pm 

Step back into the 1940s and          

rediscover the spirit of the Blitz 
with this hour long show of pure 
nostalgia in this ENSA concert.   

Featuring musical tributes to plenty 
of famous period names, including  
Max Miller, Vera Lynn, Laurel and 

Hardy, Flanagan and Allen, Charlie 

Chaplin, George Formby and more. 

Following the variety show, the 

evening continues with more 

drinks from the bar and            

entertainment by professional,  

experienced & authentic           

performer, Jayne Darling, a well 

respected and established 1940s 

vocalist popular with the public and 

re-enactors. 

Pie and pea supper also available, 

being served at 7:30pm. Tickets 

available from £12-18. Head to 

www.dronfieldartsfestival.co.uk 

for more details.  

Open Arts Exhibition 

Dronfield Hall Barn, from 8th-10th May 

Following on from a successful maiden exhibition in 2019, we’re 

delighted to confirm that we will be hosting the Open Arts       

Exhibition again. Over 30 experienced artists from Dronfield and 

district will be submitting their original artwork for selection and 

exhibition over the festival weekend. The exhibition will be taking 

place in our gallery and all artist’s  

work will be for sale.  

Dronfield Arts Festival 2020 - Coming Soon! 



‘An Act of War’ 

Sunday 10th May, 12pm-3pm, 

Civic Hall 

£7.00 

We’re looking forward to 

welcoming Drama Dronfield 

back for a brand new      

production, which will tie in 

with our 1940s theme. More 

details to be confirmed soon. 

6:55 p.m. A Cry for Peace Around the World 

An international cry for peace will take place during the 

festival and in locations throughout the world. The   

specially prepared speech will be read by a member of 

our local community. You can download ‘a Cry for 

Peace Around the World’ by heading to the Dronfield 

Arts Festival website.  

7:00 p.m. Ringing out for Peace 

In the evening, Dronfield churches will join churches 

worldwide and ring their bells in a celebration of peace 

and international friendship. The sound of bells is deeply 

rooted in British culture and is a distinctive sound that 

calls us to come together in celebration, as well as in 

times of crisis. 

Sunday 10th May 2020 

10:30 a.m. Church Services of Celebration and 

Commemoration 

Church services will be held in a celebration of peace 

and to remember those who lost their lives, as well as 

those who stayed at home to keep the nation fed and 

the factories and hospitals open. A member of       

Dronfield’s local community will read the Tribute to the 

Millions as part of the service. You can download 

‘Tribute to Millions’ from our website.  

As part of the VE day celebrations, we’ll also have a free

-to-attend exhibition of fascinating 1940s Memorabilia 

on display in the Peel Centre throughout the weekend. 

That’s without mentioning the dozens of other live   

attractions you’ll be able to attend, including musical    

performances, dance, children’s entertainment and so 

much more across a range of locations, including the 

Green Dragon pub, the Manor gardens, and the Barn. 

Dancedaze Show 

Sunday 10th May 5pm, Civic Hall 

£6.00 

The ever popular and always       

entertaining Dancedaze - a loyal      

supporter of the festival - will   

return for another highly energetic           

performance. Doors open at 

4:30pm before the show begins at 

5pm. There will be a cash bar   

serving alcoholic, soft drinks and 

tea and coffee before the show and 

during the interval. More details on 

the show will be announced soon. 

Sindelfingen String Quartet 

Sunday 10th May 7pm-9pm, Dronfield Hall Barn 

£9.50 

We’re delighted to welcome the Sindelfingen String Quartet back 

to Dronfield for the festival. The quartet, which was formed in 

2014, includes Nicole Amann-Gessinger (cello), Daniela Schwabe 

(viola) and Petra Klausmann (violin), and is led by former 1.                

concertmaster of the Orchestra of the Deutsche Oper Berlin, 

Detlev Grevesmühl. Don’t miss their concert in the Barn, which 

will act as a fitting finale to the festival.  

All tickets for events can be purchased from 

www.dronfieldartsfestival.co.uk 

 

We’ll also have plenty of free to attend entertainment taking place 

across numerous venues. There will be live music catering to all 

tastes and genres, children’s entertainment in the Barn gardens, 

plus much, much more! Stay tuned to the Arts Festival website 

and social media to find out about everything that  

will be happening. 

Dronfield Arts Festival/VE Day 75 Merchandise: 

Make sure you look the part before the festival by     

purchasing our great range of special commemorative 

merchandise - which includes t-shirts, polo shirts and 

hoodies. Personalised mugs are also available - with 

some of the proceeds going to the SSAFA (the Armed 

Forces Charity). See the Arts Festival website for more 

details. Our merchandise will also be on sale  

during the weekend. 

7 



Photos of the Season 

Upcoming Events 

Thank you to our volunteers who worked hard in December making sure the Barn was nicely trimmed up just in time for 

Christmas! Whether it was putting the bunting up in the café shop, or hanging the wreaths in the gallery, we really appreciated 

your efforts.  

 

Additionally, we must also thank our team for helping us to set up the Dronny Bottom exhibition in January. Producing this 

exhibition has been a big team effort, and we hope that you’ve enjoyed viewing it as much as we’ve enjoyed producing it.  We’ ll 

soon be starting work on our 2021 exhibition, and if you’re interested in getting involved with our research group, then please 

contact Maria by emailing dronfieldheritagetrust@outlook.com  

Art Workshops with John Sutcliffe 

Thursdays, 1:30pm-4:30pm in the Peel Centre 

£20 per session (£15 for Friends) 

If you’re looking for a new challenge this year, or just want to brush up 

on your art skills, then be sure to join our Artist in Residence, John    

Sutcliffe, for a new year of art workshops. Come along for weekly three 

hour workshops where you’ll be able to learn a variety of new skills or to 

develop those you may already have. To attend, email                  

johnsutcliffeart@gmail.com or just turn up on the day! Workshops 

take place on Thursdays - full details of class dates can be found  

on our website and Facebook page. 

Artisan & Producers’ Market 

Sunday 1st March, 10am-3pm 

FREE ADMISSION 

Don’t miss our first Artisan and        

Producers’ Market at the start of March. 

Come along and sample the very best of 

local food and drink produce and artisan 

craft.  We aim to provide a wide variety 

of stall holders - keep an eye on our 

social media to hear further details soon.   

Birds, Butterflies & More in My Wild Garden 
Wednesday 4th March, 7:30pm 

£4 (£2 for Friends) 

We’re looking forward to welcoming 

Nick Brown from the Derbyshire  

Wildlife Trust, as he joins us in March 

to give a fascinating evening lecture. For 

over 30 years, Nick has recorded more 

than 100 bird species in his wild garden, 

and he’ll be telling us all about it! 
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Half Term Craft Activities 

Wednesday 19th February, 10am-2pm 

£2 per child 

Come and join our volunteers as our 

ever popular craft activities return for 

February half term. Running in the 

Courtyard Room from 10am-2pm, you 

can join in the fun for just £2 per child. 

Make your own Russian dolls, masks, 

scarecrows, fish and more. 

Designed by James Singleton on behalf of DHB 


