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Summer 2020 

Taking the Past into the Future 

NEWS FROM THE BARN 

A Message From Dronfield Heritage Trust Chairman, Alan Powell: 

Getting back to normality... 

Just like for many other businesses in Dronfield 

and further afield, the last few months have been 

a challenging time for us here at the Barn. But, at 

the time of writing, we are just getting ready to      

reopen again, and we‟re looking forward to being 

able to get back to some semblance of normality 

in the following weeks.  

Whilst the Barn has been closed to the public, 

and our usual programme of events has been 

suspended since March, our team has continued 

to work hard behind the scenes to ensure the 

viability of the charity in these unprecedented 

circumstances. We were delighted to be able to 

announce that we‟d secured an emergency grant 

from the National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF) 

just recently, and you can read more about this 

on page (number). 

But through this entire period, we‟ve been     

incredibly grateful for your support. Whether it‟s 

been donating to us, using our collection and  

delivery service, or buying something from our 

website, it has all been appreciated. Thank you to 

those of you who have helped in other ways as 

well, including in the gardens, working on future 

exhibitions and organising online events like our 

highly successful „virtual market‟.  

The latter saw a huge spike in traffic to our   

website, and we pass on the thanks from the 

many stallholders you supported – your support 

really does mean a lot to small businesses at 

times like this.  

We‟re looking forward to welcoming customers 

back to the coffee shop, and rest assured that 

we‟ve put the appropriate measures in place to 

ensure we can reopen safely. We have submitted 

all our documents to North East Derbyshire  

District Council and have been approved for the 

Visit Britain industry standard kitemark to      

illustrate we have minimised the potential risk. 

We have also undertaken a thorough clean of the 

site. You can find far more details, as well as our 

new online reservation system for the coffee 

shop, by heading to the website. 

In other news, we recently announced the results 

of our online photography competition -        

congratulations to the winners! Whilst we    

weren‟t able to hold our usual Dronfield Wildlife 

& Natural History Group competition this year, 

this alternative competition on the theme of  

nature received a huge amount of entries. Thank 

you for the wonderful photos you submitted – 

you can view a selection, together with the three 

winning entries, further into the newsletter. 

Thank you also to Mike Firth from the Dronfield 

Eye for judging the competition.  

Finally, our garden volunteers have continued to 

be very busy in recent months. You can read a 

particularly detailed update of everything they‟ve 

been up to, and see a selection of images, by 

heading to page five.  

We’re looking forward to welcoming you 

back, and hope that the next few months 

are a happier and healthier time for       

everyone!  
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Welcome to the latest 
edition of the Dronfield 

Hall Barn newsletter. 
Whilst lockdown has 
affected our plans in 
recent months, now 

that we’re starting to 
get back to normal, 

we’re looking forward 
to seeing you again.  

We hope that you’ll 
continue to help us 

share the word of what 
we do with your friends 
and family by following 

us on social media 

Get Outdoors - Explore the Dronfield Rotary Walk! 
Now that we’re into summer, it’s the   

perfect time to get outside and explore 

the local area courtesy of the Dronfield 

Barn Rotary Walk guide! For anyone keen 

to take on the 14.5 mile route, this is a 

must buy, and is available for £3  

from our website. 

Should that distance seem too daunting, we’ve 

also got a selection of shorter family walks    

leaflets. The collection of four leaflets is  

priced at £4. 

 To purchase either, and to see our other range 

of publications, head to: 

www.dronfieldhallbarn.org/shop 
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Dronfield Heritage Trust Receives Funding Boost 

We were delighted recently to be able to announce 

that we had secured an emergency grant from the 

National Lottery Heritage Fund.  

The last few months have been a tricky time for us at the Barn 

- with the lockdown having resulted in the loss of all our usual 

revenue sources. 

But the emergency grant from the NLHF has helped to     

support our essential, core costs over recent months, whilst 

we‟ve tried to rebuild the charity and resume our community 

activities. This funding has enabled us to pay our bills, maintain 

our historic building, and continue supporting our staff     

without needing to furlough.  

“It‟s no secret that this year has been tricky for many places, 

ourselves included, so this funding ensures that we can       

continue to look forward to the future with confidence,” said 

Maria Smith, Activities and Interpretations Manager of the 

Barn. “A big thank you must go to all those who have         

supported us during these difficult times, by making a donation 

to the charity, using our collection and delivery service or just 

sharing the word of what we do with friends and family.”   

Thank you too to all the lottery players whose            

contributions support the fantastic work of the NLHF! 

How you can continue to support us: 

There are several ways you can continue to support us as we 

seek to rebuilt the charity and resume commercial activities: 

 Make a donation to us by heading to 

www.dronfieldhallbarn.org/shop 

 Follow us on social media, including Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram 

 Support our future events 

 Continue to use our Collection & Delivery service 

 Visit the Barn now that we are reopen to the public!  

 Sign up to be a Friend of the Barn, and join  

our partner societies  

We’re Back Open - At Last! 
Just as we were preparing this newsletter, we were thrilled 

to be able to reopen to the public for the first time since 

March following the latest government advice.  

We‟re looking forward to seeing you back, and would like to       

reassure our loyal customers that we‟ve have reviewed and planned 

very carefully for our reopening. We have submitted all our          

documents to North East Derbyshire District Council and have been 

approved for the Visit Britain industry standard kitemark to illustrate 

we have minimised the potential risk. We have also undertaken a 

thorough clean of the site. Additionally, we have a one-way system in 

place, as well as hand sanitizing stations located around the site. To 

read more about our safety procedures, head to our website. 

Furthermore, we now have a new online booking system for the    

coffee shop. To reserve a table, go to: 

www.dronfieldhallbarn.org/coffee-shop 

Please note that online bookings should be made at least 24 hours in 

advance, but same day bookings can still be made by phoning 01246 

418122. We will still continue to accept customers without bookings, 

but be advised that we may not be able to guarantee availability, and 

you may have to wait. The coffee shop is open from 10am-4pm    

Monday-Saturday, but will be temporarily closed on Sundays. 

Finally, we‟d ask all customers to respect the signage and procedures 

that are in place, and please bear with us as whilst we adjust to these 

new working conditions. Thank you! 
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Online Photography Competition - ‘Nature’ - Results Announced! 

Whilst we may not be able to hold our usual Dronfield 

Wildlife & Natural History Group Photography     

Competition this year, that’s not to say that we’ve not 

been keeping budding photographers busy!  

A few weeks ago, we promoted an online photography     

competition on the theme of nature. Thank you to everyone 

who submitted entries, we received some stunning           

photographs and it was immediately clear that picking winners 

was not going to be easy. 

Our thanks must go to Mike Firth of the Dronfield Eye, who 

stepped in to judge the entries - ably assisted by wife Helen 

and daughter Olivia. After a lot of deliberation, the photos 

chosen are as follows: 

First place: “Splashing Mallard” by Neil Hardwick (pictured, 

top left) 

Second place: “Adder Awakening” by Michael Hardy (top 

right) 

Third place: “Tortoiseshell on Sedum „Autumn Joy‟” by 

James Singleton (bottom left) 

Runner up: “Grey wagtail” by Neil Hardwick (bottom right) 

“It was exceptionally difficult to choose, such was high quality 

of the images. Whenever I get asked to judge something like 

this, it gets harder to choose a winner, because the quality just 

seems to get better every year!” said Mike.  

“We selected Neil‟s splashing Mallard, because, in these     

serious times, it is a fun picture which will make people smile. 

The Mallard itself appears to be so happy!” 

“Michael Hardy‟s adder photo is also brilliant - it really does 

tell a story about a creature awakening to face a new year. 

Finally, we liked James Singleton‟s butterfly because of its 

bright, pin-sharp markings, and also how it contrasted with the 

pattern of the sedum it is pictured on. The quality of all three, 

as well as Neil‟s runner up image of the grey wagtail, are just 

fantastic and speak about the high standard of entries we had 

to choose from.” 

Congratulations to the winners on some superb           

photography - they will be displayed in the Barn later this 

year, and you’ll also be able to view all the other entries 

on a screen as well. You can view a small selection of 

some of the other entries we received below:  
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‘From the Archive’ 

During lockdown, we’ve been regularly sharing some 

of our favourite images from the archive, as part of a 

weekly feature. As we’ve just started welcoming    

couples back to the Barn, we’ve been taking a look 

back at some historic wedding photos available  

on the archive.  

Top image: Wedding photograph of Edgar Ashley Greaves, a 

coal dealer and Annie Johnson who married on 29th October 

1902 in Dronfield. One of the ladies to the bridegroom's left is 

Mrs Greaves. To the right are Mr. and Mrs William Johnson, a 

farmer. Edgar was the son of Fowler Thomas John Greaves a 

colliery owner. Edgar and Annie Greaves had a daughter   

Cecilia Alice Mary Greaves (1905-1977) who married William 

H. Bradshaw. They are shown on the 1911 Census as living at 

Hallowes Farm, Unstone and Edgar Greaves is listed as a Coal 

Dealer. Later the family lived at 32, Salisbury Road.  

Left: A black and white group photograph of a Crookes'   

family wedding group outside the Hyde Park Public House 

taken in the early 1900's. On the photograph of the Crookes' 

family are the children and their partners, of the Landlord John 

William Crookes(standing in the doorway) and the Landlady 

Sarah Crookes (seated at the front row of the photograph 

with a child on her knee). On the back row 2nd and 3rd from 

the left are Arthur and Beatrice Crookes (Glenys Fearn's   

husband's grandparents). They were Methodists and settled in 

Warsop, Notts. He was Chairman of the Urban District 

Council and   became a lay preacher. The brother (John 

Crookes) on the front row with cap was considered "simple" 

in old terms, and was rescued from the workhouse by Arthur 

and Beatrice and taken to live the rest of his life with them,  

on the death of his parents.  

Right: Wedding photograph of Sidney Swales Pearson (1897-

1961) and Florence Lily Hooley who married in 1925. Their  

marriage was registered in Shardlow. On the 1939 Register 

this couple were living at 9, Victoria Street, Dronfield. Sidney's 

occupation is given as Engineer, Belt Repairer and Emery 

Wheel Setter. The couple had no children. Most weeks/

months in the 1930s they were visited by their friends Mr. and 

Mrs Taylor, of Sheffield and their daughter Margaret (now 

Mitchell), who  travelled by tram from Sheffield to          

Meadowhead. They then walked from Meadowhead up 

Wreakes Lane to Victoria Street. Mr. Sidney Swales Pearson 

died at number 16 Victoria Street, Dronfield in 1961. Mrs 

Margaret Mitchell, Glossop Road, donated this photograph.  

We were also saddened to recently hear Alistair McDavid, of 

the Digital Asset Lab (who host our online archive) passed 

away suddenly after contracting Covid-19. We send our            

condolences to the Digital Asset Lab and MediaFiler teams. 

Alistair particularly liked the images of old cars and  

the fire brigade.  

See more image by going to: 

 https://dht.mediafiler.net/dht/start/trust-archive  

 

 

 

DHT-000025 Credit: Clarebrough  
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Seasonal Gardens Update 
We’re now entering the summer 

season, and despite the Barn      

gardens having been closed to 

the public for almost the        

entirety of spring, a small team 

of volunteers has continued to 

work to ensure they still look 

their best now we’re back open 

to the public. 

Whilst it‟s disappointing that we‟ve 

not really been able to show the  

gardens off at their most colourful 

best this spring, it has still been    

important that we‟ve continued to 

keep on top of jobs - for two       

reasons. Firstly, as any keen gardener 

will appreciate, if we‟d not done so 

we would face a mammoth task when 

we returned, particularly on a site as 

large as ours. After making progress 

in every year since the project began, 

we didn‟t want the lockdown to be 

the reason for losing momentum. 

Additionally, we have to make sure 

that the gardens are ready for when 

weddings begin again. The gardens 

are an important part of the site for 

wedding bookings, and so making 

sure that they look to a high standard 

takes on greater importance.  

It has been a challenge to do our  

usual jobs whilst maintaining social 

distancing, as well as having a smaller 

team than normal. Even with a full 

team before the lockdown, there was 

always a long list of jobs - which has 

taken even longer than usual lately! 

So thank you for everyone who has 

left comments on our Facebook page 

recently, saying how nice they look 

from a distance whilst queuing at 

Sainsburys. It is nice to feel like the 

hard work still gets noticed, even 

when we‟ve not able to show you as 

much as we‟d like.  

Financial realities of the lockdown 

may mean that we‟re unable to 

achieve everything we wanted to this 

year, but, as ever, your support has 

continued to make a difference. We 

have continued to receive donations 

and have raised funds through plant 

sales to members of the Barn and 

through other projects, all whilst 

keeping costs to a minimum. 

In terms of what we‟ve achieved just 

lately, we‟ve been busy completing 

work to improve drainage of the 

lawns, and have removed three    

diseased and misshapen ash trees 

with the assistance of local tree    

surgeons. Additionally, we have    

purchased and grown a selection of 

grasses, wild flowers, and late       

coloured herbaceous perennials to 

plant up the area under the         

Sainsburys wall.  

This wall and many other     

features are now well covered 

with the selection of roses  

planted in 2019 supported by a 

donation from the Drone Roses 

WI group. The plants are being 

trained and are starting to   

flower and will be a great future 

asset to the garden. 

The border under the car park 

has been enlarged, cultivated and 

planted with grasses and areas of 

colour for the autumn. A new 

grass path has been created, and 

the grass around it has been 

planted with wildflowers and 

spring bulbs. The grass around 

this path is being allowed to 

grow, to create a meadow effect 

around the mown path.  

This will mature and further 

planting will be added to     

complete the original aim of 

creating a wilder wildlife       

corridor through to the corner 

of the wood, which is already 

seeing great results.  

Another area of work has been 

by the wall, behind the horse-

show garden, which was rebuilt 

in the winter. This has now been 

underplanted with a range of 

shade lovers and summer     

colour. We plan to add two 

specimen trees to give dappled 

shade and colour in place of the 

old conifers this autumn. 

And that doesn‟t cover        

everything! Despite the       

lockdown, it has still been a very 

busy few months, and we‟re 

looking forward to carrying on 

with the full team now things 

are getting back to normal. We 

hope some of you have been 

able to enjoy your own gardens 

during the better weather, and 

be sure to keep an eye on social 

media for more regular updates 

from us. Happy Gardening! 

View more images from our gardens by 

following us on social media 
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As part of a new feature, we’ll be getting to know some of 

the talented people who have exhibited their artwork at the 

Barn. For the first of these, we‟ve chosen Chris Nowell, who some 

may know better as Peak Photography Project.  

For anyone who is unfamiliar with your story, how did you get    

started in photography? 

My love for photography was born after being injured in Afghanistan. I  

was in the army for eight years altogether, before I was wounded in    

Afghanistan during a rocket attack. The attack left me with           

neurological memory loss and sight loss in one eye, and I also lost the 

ability to read, write and walk. After joining Blind Veterans UK in 

Sheffield, one member of staff, Dave Hicky, talked about his landscape 

photography and how it could be a good way to push me out of the 

house. After this, landscape photography seemed the way forward, as, 

with a military background, I already had a love for the outdoors, and 

it made perfect sense.  

Where are you favourite places to take photos, both locally and 

in the Peak District? 

My favourite areas to photograph around Dronfield are Frith Wood, 

both in spring when the bluebells are in blossom, and in autumn for 

the perfect colours. I also really enjoy the views looking down      

towards the Drone Valley Brewery on the hill side of Highgate Lane. 

Dronfield is surrounded by countryside so really there‟s many      

wonderful views including the views around Barlow. My favourite 

Peak District locations are some of the local ones such as Upper 

Owler Tor, especially when the heather is in full blossom. Bamford 

Edge and Derwent Edge are stunning locations too, the latter is great 

for spotting wildlife.  

What is your favourite thing about Dronfield Hall Barn - e.g., 

the gallery, the gardens, or something else? 

If I was to say, it would be the gardens. They‟re very nice to walk 

through in the morning or the evening all year round, and enjoy the 

buzzing bees of spring and summer, and the fantastic colours  

of autumn. I‟ve enjoyed just sitting outside and having a coffee, even in 

the cold. The organisation of the Barn is brilliant, with fantastic events 

all year round. Then finally it‟s the team. Maria is very well organised 

and incredibly friendly, and it has been great to get to know a few of 

the volunteers as well.  

A longer version of this piece will be published on our website. 

 

You may have seen this scheme mentioned in the media 

recently, and we are delighted to announce we have  

registered to take part! 

 

Starting from Monday 3rd August, you can get up to 50% off in 

our coffee shop up to a maximum of £10 anytime Monday to 

Wednesday. 

 

This covers all food and non-alcoholic drinks. Everyone gets 

the discount – including children, and you can come back as 

many times as you like.  

 

We strongly advise you reserve a table by heading to 

www.dronfieldhallbarn.org/coffee-shop, or for same day    

reservations phone 01246 418122. Please note this scheme is 

only available in August between Monday and Wednesday, and 

runs till Monday 31st August. 

Meet the Artist...Chris Nowell 

Above: One of Chris’ favourite local views. Below: Derwent 

Edge Sunset 
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Photos of the Season 

We’re delighted to be back open to the public, after a 

long few months!  

If you‟ve missed having a coffee or some cake in our coffee 

shop, or even having a look around the beautiful gardens, then 

we look forward to seeing you soon.  

It has been a huge team effort getting us to this point, and we‟d 

like to thank everyone who has been so patient or offered their 

help. Whilst it is now a different experience in the café to how 

it was before, it‟s no less of a nice one, and our staff are excited 

to welcome all our loyal customers back to the Barn. 

If you‟ve got any feedback on anything we could do better, be 

sure to let us know!  

Support us with easyfundraising 
Did you know that whenever you buy anything online, you could be 

raising a free donation for Dronfield Heritage Trust? We have 

raised almost £150 through this with our very own Maria, heading 

the leader board- she has raised £46 through her internet shopping 

at no cost to herself. 

  

There are over 4,000 retailers including John Lewis, Argos, Uswitch, eBay, 

M&S, Just Eat, Now TV, Domino's Pizza and Audible ready to give a free    

donation every time you shop online via easyfundraising. It only takes two 

minutes to sign up. 

  

Plus, if you sign up and raise £5 in donations, easyfundraising will give us a 

bonus £5 donation. 

  

All you have to do is: 

  

1.            Go to: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/dronfieldht/ 

2.            Click 'support this cause' and create an account 

  

3.            Choose from over 4,000 retailers to do your online shopping as 

normal and our cause will receive a free donation with every purchase you 

make. 

  

Thank you for your support, you'll be helping to make a real difference 

to Dronfield Heritage Trust. If you need any more information, contact 

Claire at bookings.dht@outlook.com 
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You may be aware that we have a number of organisations who regularly book space 

at Dronfield Hall Barn.  We have been catching up with them to see what they have 

been doing over lockdown and how they have been adapting their normal activities. 

  

 Music with Mummy who hold regular term time classes in the Barn have 

been hosting online classes to keep the little ones engaged and                 

energised. You can still enjoy your music with your child during the summer 

holidays with Summer Specials consisting of traditional nursery rhymes and 

Music with Mummy songs which are short and very easy to learn. Contact 

Maria maria.musicwithmummy@yahoo.co.uk 

 Dawn Ireland, the textile artist who normally runs embroidery classes on a 

Wednesday morning at the Barn, has been busy selling items from her online 

shop. She is selling embroidery kits as well as framed pieces and postcards 

through her website. She even takes commissions. 

www.dawnirelandtextileartist.bigcartel.com 

 Kerry at Living Well Physiotherapy has been continuing to “Help you to 

Live Well” by taking to classes via Zoom. Find her online class timetable for 

her Active Ageing and Pilates Classes on her website.  

www.livingwellphysio.co.uk/news/ 

 The Rotary Club of Dronfield have been hosting their meetings online and 

have been continuing with their Dronfield Community Lottery. It is only £1 

per week and 50% of all income is paid out as a prize each week. The       

remainder is only used to support projects and individuals within the S18 

postcode. A true local lottery; especially important at this difficult time. For 

more details contact lizhep@sky.com 

 Sheffield Auction Gallery have been hosting online auctions during     

lockdown but are getting back to normal activities now. They are hosting a 

valuation day at the Barn on Thursday 30th July. It is the last Thursday of every 

month, from 10am to 2pm. If you have been making space and would like a 

free valuation on any items, bring them along to get an expert                 

opinion. www.sheffieldauctiongallery.com 

 Creative Writing with Laura Wake is offering one-on-one online      

creative writing coaching, and manuscript feedback online. Please get in touch 

for details. Email: wakelaura@gmail.com Laura‟s first novel, A Monster by 

Violet, was published in 2017 and was longlisted for The Polari Prize and The 

Guardian‟s Not The Booker Prize. She is currently writing her second novel. 

 Mellors and Kirk will be starting their regular valuation days on the first 

Friday of the month from 10am-1pm starting on Friday 4th September. See 

www.mellorsandkirk.com for more details. 

Catching Up With Our Bookings 

What Else Has Been Happening? 
Whilst we’re not planning to recommence our programme of 

events until September, there’s still been plenty of online events 

taking place in recent months for you to get involved in! 

Our Artist in Residence, John Sutcliffe, who usually holds weekly workshops 

in The Peel Centre, has taken his classes online through the use of Zoom. 

Regulars have still been enjoying getting arts tips and advice from him, 

whilst John has also been uploading a series of video tutorials to his 

YouTube channel. To find out how you can involved, send a message to  

johnsutcliffeart@gmail.com or visit: 

www.johnsutcliffeart.wordpress.com. 

Additionally, friend of the Barn, Kathryn Parkin, has been helping to keep 

kids entertained through her The History Van initiative. With many kids 

having been off school for months, Kathryn‟s digital newsletters have     

provided local parents with plenty of useful ideas for stay-at-home history 

themed fun activities! To see the fortnightly newsletters that have been sent 

out so far, or to sign up to her mailing list, simply head to: 

www.thehistoryvan.com/history-van-at-home-activities 

Thank you to both John and Kathryn for their efforts during this period! 

One of John’s zoom classes in progress! 

mailto:maria.musicwithmummy@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:lizhep@sky.com

